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Earl of S A L I s B u R y. 

BOOK TV, 
SECT. I. 

T N the religious honfe to which Ofwald 
-* had retired, was a Monk, called Re- 
ginhald, whofe mind but ill-fuitcd his 
profeflion, or his refidence in a feat of 
piety. He was brother to Grey, and by 
his intereft had been not long fince ad- 
mitted into the monaftery, and promoted 
to fome degree of dignity and authori- 
VoL. II. B ty. 
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ty. H» mamrcrs were equally brutal; 
with thofe of Grey, but lefs difguifed 
by art * and hypocrify. He was, like 
him, ; abjed and fervile, but by no means 
fo well (killed io the arts of flattery r in- 
• foletit and afluming, but not careful to 
diftinguilh betweea thofe who feared and 
thofe who defied his; power- HciIC£.wa&, 
he frequently controuled and mortified 
by his brethren, whom he dreaded from 
a confcioufnefs of his own exceffes; and 
who detefted and feorned hbn indeed, y€C 
feared the power which fupported,' or 
lee'med to fupport him- They regarded 
his brother as the favourite of Lord 
Raymond, and Lord Raymond as heir 
to the houfe of Saliibury, and already 
poffcfled of all its greatnefs. To pur-r 
chafe his protection, therefore, they turn- 
ed their eyes from his offences, and fuffer- 

jrdhim to difgpace anddifturb their houfc 

by 
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by fcandalous escefles, utterly fubvcrfive 
of holy difcipUne and order. Drunken- 
n^, and riot, andlewdnefs, had often- 
times profaned their walls with impu- 
nity. They lamented thefc enormities 
of their unworthy brother ; but, inftead 
of difclofing and punifhing them, la- 
mented to each other in fecret, left they 
ihould forfeit the favour and prote^on 
of Lord Raymond -, although the mif- 
Crednt had been fcarcely knovyn, and 
was utterly unnoticed and difregardcd 
by this Lord. 

• Grey had ofxnceived a fudden hope of 
preventing the eflfeds which the flight of 
Ofwald threatened, by means of this Re^ 
ginhald ; and, if not of gaining young 
William into his own power, at leait of 
preventing any emiflaries from spreading 
the intelligence of his e&ape to iaaAu- 
B 2 ary. 
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aiy, and the diftrefles of his mother^ 
That it was that determined him to de-' 
part inftantly, and to vifit this monaftciy : . 
but his brother, active and officious in 
every deed of bafencfs, had already pre- 
vented his defires. Ofwald had happily 
reached the monaftery, andReginhaldwas^ 
among the firft to demand the reafon of 
his appearance. Scarcely could he reftraiit 
his paflion until Ofwald had compleated 
his ftory •, and, then, burft forth with Un- 
bounded rage into the vileft and fevereft 
reproaches. He charged him with falfe- 
hood and tceachery -, declared himfelf re- 
folved inftantly to learn the real nature 
of his crime, and purpofe of his flight ;^ 
and, for this reafon, to repair in peribn 
to the caftle. In the mean time, with;, 
an aflumed air of authority he ordered 
that this fugitive Ihould be ftriftly guard- 
ed, and kept from all intercourfe till hrt- 
- - returiu 
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return. 0(wald heard his brutal viru- 
lence and paflion, not without fome ter- 
ror, which was noted,, and regarded as 
an indication of guilt. The direftioris 
of Rcginhald were obeyed, and he him • 
felf nowhaftened to inform his brother of 
this event. He met him when he had 
but juft' rode a few paces from the 
caflle ; whither Grey inftantly returned 
with the Monk* 

They retired to a private conference 
with equal eagernefs, ind with minds 
equally prepared for outrage, or treach- 
ery. The Monk prevented the enquiries 
of his brother, by relating what had juft 
now paffed at the monaftery. Grey ex- 
preffed a fuUen joy, when informed that, 
Ofwald was clofely guarded, and, for 
the prefent, cflfe&ually prevented from 
fprcading his faucy tale, or purfuing 
B 3 ^^ 



thcdcfign for vrfiich he had fled. He eqin- 
mended the zeal of . Reginhald ; wd, 
fcizing his arm wtth an tfjp^A^ »rneft, 
tod myfterioufly iblcmn, he dccbred, 
that bpth their future fortunes tcjcpendcd 
on <u>nfining Ofwald from all iiuercaurfe 
and gaining young William into then: 
own power and difpofal. The rude 
Monk) whofe firft thoughts were ever 
to recur to violence, inftantly declared 
for feizing both, and forcing them from 
their retreat : but he was (topped by- 
Grey, who cenfured fuch procedure as 
dangerous and unwarrantable; ^nd pro- 
nounced it necei^iry to purfue meafures 
the moft deliberate and moit cautioufly , 
concerted. He proceeded to difclofe all 
4he tranlaftions of Lord Raymond from 
. his firft arrival at the caftle of 5ali(bury, 
all the efforts made to ihake the conftancy 
. of Eia, and all the oppofition and difdain 

•f 
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af that pfoud Caunteis. He began to ex- 
flain how much their fortunes mud be ad- 
vanced by finding means of conqoering 
^ler reffdution, and by the final fuccefs of 
JLiOrd Raymondin obtaining full and in- 
difputad>le pofieffion of the lands and dig- 
tiities of the houfe of Saliibury. But Re- 
ginald, cosifcious that his own fecurity 
from difgrace and punilhment depend- 
ed on the influence and protection of 
ihis Lord, needed no induceme»t to con- 
cur in the defigns ;^nd pra<fllces of has 
hrother. He broke in upon his dif- 
icourfe with a pafllonate heat, and loud- 
ly oHidemoed all his late proceedings. 

* Why, fays he, was not I maxie acquaint- * 

* cd with yovir^ifficuitics ? why were not 

* their hand^ jforeiUy joined ? I &ould 
'^ have at once pronounced the nuptial 

* benedii^ion oyer them, and, without 
f xegard to femak pride or icrupks, 

B 4 * liave 



9 LONGS WORD/ 

' have united them for evet in thofe 
' bands, which na human power can 
' rend afunder.* — Grey again began to 
condemn Jiis violence, and to urge the 
nccefllty of caution, when their conference 
.was fuddenly interrupted by a domeftic, 
who furprifed them by declaring that he 
fought the Monk, and had in charge to 
condud him to the Countefs. 

The mind of this unhappy Lady had 

long beert violently agitated, the true 

caufe of that languor and malady which 

opprefled; her gentle frame. The hopes 

Ihe had conceived of the fafety of her 

fon, and the fpeedy arrival of friends and 

deliverers, had aded on her harraJSed 

Tpiritslike a powerful medicine, and check- 

.cd theprogrefs of her diforder. She had 

now Icifure to turn her thoughts to her 

liufband, and to weigh thofe accounts of 

* his 



Earl of SALISBtJR Y. § 

his fate which Ofwald had rafhly convey- 
ed CO her.« The idea of hk difloyalty was 
piercing: (he devolved it frequently •, (he 
feafoned on the intelligence (he had re- 
ceived; (he believed ; (he doubted; (he 
indulged her fufpicions; and ftrove to 

banifli them, by turns. Ill were thofe rc- 
fleftions fuited to reftore her impaired 
health ; yet (he dwelt upon them. The 
faithful Elinor, from whom (he could 
not conceal her thoughts, in vain endea- 
voured to compofe her di(lTaftions, and 
to allay her inward grief: ftill (he tor- 
mented herfelf with refleftions on the 
fuppofcd falfehood of her Lord, and on 
his unhappy fate; when the attendant 
cafually difcovcred from a window the ap- 
proach of Reginhald, and obfcrved with 
fome furprife that a religious man, who 
by his habit feemed of the neighbouring 
jnonaftery, was now entering the caftle. 

* lie 
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« He cotncs with news of my fo5,' feid 
the Counteis haftily ; ^ Let him. be called 
^ hither.--**— And, alas, this diftradted 
^ breaft hath but too nHich need of fpiri* 
f tual counfel and comfort/ 

A domcftic was inftantly difpatched to 
fcek the Monk ; who now appeared be* 
fore the Countefs. Naturally bafe and 
mean, and never before admitted into 
fuch a prefence, he flood aba(hed and 
confufed ; and the confcioufnefs of his 
own vile purpofes Icrved to encrcafe his 
diforden His afped, in which the fen* 
fual and malignant paflions had fixed 
their feat, and his deportment, which 
was that of the rude hind or midnight 
brawler, not of the holy and lettered 
clerk, were furveyed by the Counted 
with fudden difguft. She fhuddered, as 
at the view of fome loathfome animal : 

' yet. 
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fet, afiumifig a phcid air^ and endea« 
vouring to conceal her diflike^ flic a(ked 
of his order aad refidence. No iboner 
bad he named thebrmhcrhoodof Sarum, 
than raifing herfelf from the couch on 
which (be leaned, " You then" faid 
ihe, ' bring me news of my fon — dif- 
V patcb^ to acquaint me with his fafe 
' arrival within your holy walls — Is it 
* not fo ?' Reginhald coldly anfwercd, that 
her fon was fafe, and had been depofited 
in the monaftery by his condudor. The 
Countefs, with clafped hands and earnefl: 
accents, uttered a prayer for his protec- 
tion. Elinor was tenderly affedtcd; and, 
uniting her fervours with thofe of her be- 
loved miftrefs, commended young Wil- 
Jiam to every faint and holy angel. The 
Monk flood unmoved, and fcarcely could 
affume .the appearance of devotion, juft 
fp ^ far as to pronounce ^ cold aflenc to 

their 
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their petitions. The Couritefs was xki 
the point of imploring his prote6lion for 
her fon, but the difguft which Ihe had 
conceived at his afpcft, and which was 
encreafed by his demeanour, reprefled 
that thought. She coritented herfclf with 
fpeaking her hopes in general, that liis . 
innocence and his wrongs would not fail 
to raife him friends in the houfe of piety 
and charity. She fpoke of the oppref- 
fion which fhe herfelf had fuffefed, in 
terms of bitternefs and indignation : and 
feemed to demand, as her juft right, the 
vigorous interpofition of every good man 
for her relief, but more efpecially the 
dutiful and faithful offices of thofe holy 
men who had experienced her favour and 
munificence. The filence of Reginhald 
gave her an occafion of repeating and 
enforcing , her difcourfe: but her dif* 
courfe was directed to an unfriendly ear. 

The 
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The wicked Monk had fixed hi^. eyes up- 
on an objedt, which totally diverted his 
attention from the Countcfs. Near her 
couch there ftood a table, on which, 
among fome female ornaments, was de- 
pofited a /ing, an ancient and precious 
jewel, which had. long been the diftin- 
guifhing ornament of her noble houfe, 
And bore its enfigns armorial curiouQy 
impreffed. The fight of this inftantly 
fuggefted a treacherous purpofe to the 
Monk ; for which it was neceflary to pof- 
iefs himfclf of the jewel. His ficuation 
was convenient for feizing it, unnoticed 
by Ela or her attendant. He watched a 
favourable moment to convey it to his 
bofom i and, having once fecured his 
prize, he was more at leifurc to anfwcr 
the difcourfe of the Countefs, to aflume 
fome appearance of gravity, and to af- 
fcft the dignity and'fpiriwal authority of 

his 



T^ L O N G S W O R D, 

his fonftioii. He declared, that, within 
their walls, her fon could not fuflfer 
wrong : but that it was unneccffary to 
fend him thither for proteftion. Nature 
and the royal pleafure pointed to his no- 
ble kinfman Raynnrond as his true pro- 
teftor. — The Countefs prepared to ex- 
prefs her indignatron, but with an info- 
lence which he miftook for grave atrthori- 
ty ; he warned her to beware of froward ' 
pride. 'Their liege Lord,' he faid, ' had 
' gracioufly confxdered her widowed ftate, 

* and provided relief and comfort. — Her 

* hand, her affeftion, and her obedience 

* were now due to Lord Raymond : fuch ^■t'/:i\ 
' the King's cornroand. Heaven had 

^ approvedbis kind purpofe, and would 
' not fail to punifh that obftinacy and 
' haughty peFverfenefs, which rejefted 

* its bleffings/--7 *^ And darcft thou, 
' abandoned and hateful wretch,'--thus 

did 
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did the Countefs fuflNsr her virtuous an-^ 
gcr to break forth : • Dareft thou pro- 

* fane the name of heaven? art thou 

* devoted to its fervice, and doft thou 
^ flatter the bafenefs^ and wouldft thou 

* promote the lewd purposes of him wi» 
^ hath renounced its laws, and defies 

* its vengeance ? — Thy obftinacy be 

* be upon thine own head !* This was 
the reply of Reginhald, who was bar* 
dened againft all repro(^, and impattenc 
to feek his brother. He turned away ia 
fullen difdain, and left the Countefs in. 
wonder andjuflreientnKnt at his brutal, 
infolence •, nor did this interview tend to, 
allay the fears and fufpkions of a fond, 
mother. If the oppreffion of Lord Ray- 
^ mond could have its minifters and fdn 
' vourers among the profefled votaries 

* of religion,, where might innocence 

* find refuge -, or where feek its juft 

* re- 
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« redrefs?* She now dreaded that the 
facred privileges of fandtuary might 
not find the due regard, as her ehemy 
feemed to have corrupted the reverend 
brethren, and to have gained them over 
to his wicked purpofes. She wilhed fhe 
had contended with her malady, and ac- 
companied her fon ; again Ihe wifhed fhe 
had not rafhly entrufted him to falfe and 
treacherous guardians. ' Her prefence 
^ might have'provedafufficient protec- 
*' tion to him : Rayniond could not dare 

* openly to haveraifed his arm againft 
*• him ; ^and furely the outrage and ufur« 

* pation of this Lord could not long be 
' concealed/— Thus did Ihe condemn her 
conduft, and torment her foul with 
gloomy and terrible imaginations ; tho* 
yet unacquainted with the dangers and 
diftrefs now prepared for herfelf and 
her fon. 

SECT. 11. 
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SECT. I?. 

T^EGINHALD had fought his bro- 
*"^ ther, and recounted all his interview 
with Ela. Gxcy ftiU accufed him of vio- 
lence and turbulence, and urged the ne- 
ceffity of well-timed diflimulation,of art,' 
caution, andfmoothaddrefs. The Monk 
was provoked at this affedation of fuperior 
wifdom-, and, inftead of retorting his re- 
proof, difplayed the ftolen jewel, in filcn? 
and contemptuous triumph. Grey was 
too well verfed in the arts of fraud and 
xnifchief, not to conceive at once, that 
ithis ring was to be ufed for deceiving 
the brethren of the moftaftery, or abuling 
Ofwald, asoccafions might require, by 
pretended orders and direftions from the 
Countefs. He viewed it eagerly, and re- 
garded it, (not without rcafon) as ao ,in- 
Vol. II. C ^ -ftrumcnt 
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ftrumcnt of his purpofes, too important 
to be entrufted , wholly to the violent 
hands of Regiohald. He commended 
his zeal and addrefs, which, he confidently 
promifed, fhould, in due time, meet their 
full reward : he invited him to refrefh- 
ment-, reminded him of his fatigue, and 
that the hour of reft approached : he pro- 
mifed that, by the dawn of morning, he 
himfelf would be ready to accompany 
him to the monaftery, where he made no 
^ubt of happily accomplifhing their 
purpofes, and laying a firm foundation 
of their future fortunes. Reginhald 
yielded to his inftances, and retired, 
Qrcy repaired without delay to the apartt 
jnent of Lord Raymond, and appeared 
before him with a face of joy and fatif- 
fa£tion..He congratulated him upon the 
.profpeft of a fpeedy and final accom- 
pliihment of his wifties : he briefly re- 
lated 
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latcd the conduft of his brother at the 
xnonaftcry, his reception of Ofwald, and 
the means already taken to prevent that 
traytor from officioufly fpreading his tale : 
he declared his purpofe of feeking him 
inftantly in his retirement; and was 
fully aflured, (he faid) that, by the af- 
fiftance of the Monk, (whofe zeal and 
vigilance he praifed) he fhould bo 
able to bring Ofwald to that punifh- 
ment which his falfehood merited, and 
to ^ain young William into his ab* 
iblute difpofal, the fure means of prc^ 
vailing over the pride of Ela, and en- 
gaging her to a full compliance with his 
wilhes. Raymond wondered ; but Grey 
repeated his confident alfurances of fuc- 
cefs, and departed with requefting his 
Lord patiently to wait the events which 
the fuccecding day muft producct 

C ^ It 
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It was now'night; but fraud and in- 
terefted malice are ftrangers to reft. The 
Monk was wholly engaged by the 
thoughts of future favour and prefer- 
ment ; and Grey watched^ like the great 
enemy of mankind, to enfnare the inno- 
cent, and to feduce the weak. He bu- 
fily revolved in his mind the late tranf- 
aftions, and his future defigns. He 
thought of an expedient which Reginhald 
hud mentioned, that of forcibly joining 
the hands of Raymond ahd the Countefs, 
.and pronouncing the nuptial bleffing 
without regard to her confent ; an expe- 
dient which he now confidered not as the 
fuggeftion of raftinefs and unexperienced 
heat, but fuch as the beft guided policy 
might have rccourfe to, and fuch as their 
defigns might neceflarily require^ In 
the mean time, he refolved, if poffible, 
lo referve the difpofal^f young William 

to 
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to himfelf, and even to fccretie him from 
Lord Raymond's power. If this Lord 
Ihould prove fuccefsful, he might for- 
get the fervices of his creature, or not 
reward them to tloe fujl tx^tfit of his 
wilhes. The pofljeffion of this hoy might 
hereafter enabje him to revjeuge fuc.h 
iiegledt, by uneype^edly producing ^ 
young heir to aflfert his rights : or if 
the Counted fhould b£ relieved from her 
prefent oppreflion, and her fi^itor recajl- 
^ed, or forced from her paftle ; the im- 
portant fervjceofreftpring faerfon might 
attone for his former infolence, an4 
ihield him from puniflxment : or Ihould it 
J3c neceflkry for hfs purpofcs to deitroy 
this child ', jthis no^ht l^e done more fe« 
^avfily in f9<i^ppiacp of private retirement j 
and more acceptably to his Lord, whca 
jcxccuted withoiat his knowledge or par- 
j?ii:ipatiQn- J^is own jjtitQrcft was the foJe 
C 3 objeft 
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objeft of his thoughts, and as to the 
means of advancing it •, to him, all were 
equally indifferent. 

The dawn* of morning ftole upon 
him, while he was anxioufly engaged in 
thefe refleftions: and Reginhald now 
ftood before him, urging him to purfue 
his intended courfe without further de- 
lay. He firft fummoned fome chofen 
vaflals of Raymond, and, in the name 
of that Lord, 'ordered them to follow 
his (leps at fome diftance, and to hold 
themfelves ready to obey his orders. 
The brothers then took their way, and 
foon reached the monastery. Here they 
found that, notwithftanding the direAions 
of Reginhald, the Lord Abbot. had been 
made acquainted with the arrival of Of- 
wald -, had examined him in perfon, had 
lieard, and was du^ly afFefted by his 

ftory-. 
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ftory; promifed him protefbion, and 
that he would aflift in. all honeft means 
of gaining redrpfs for the injured Coun- 
tefs ; and that at this very time he was 
ihut up in the apartment of Ofwald, 
hearing, examining, and enquiring ftill 
more minutely into the circumftances of 
all thofe events which he related with fo 
much confidence, and with fuch appear- 
ance of integrity. The brothers con-» 
gratulated each other on arriving fo op- 
portunely ; and, at their defure, were 
conduced into the fame apartment. Qf- 
fwald flarted and trembled at the fight 
|tf Grey ; who, with a demeanour grave 
and folemn, a|id >!irith weU afFe(5fce4 hu- 
inility, addreficid himfelf to ^he Abbot 
jn the foUowigng manner : 

* Reverend father ! This humane at>- 

t tention to the appear^ce of diftreft 

C 4 t wiM 
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* will be rewarded ; and heaven foi^^ 

* ftrtd but that it fh6iild me^t the j«ft 

* return of fraife firdtti every hofieft 
*;t6ngue: nor is there left honour dvi« 

* tb your pious and charitable cares,- b^ 

* eaufe, in the prefent cafe, they ari 

* not called forth by real danger^ cala* 

* mity. You have entertained a fugl- 

* tive already Jjardoned by his Lopd j and 

* an infant whom his -fond mother h at 

* this moment impatient td embrace. 

* — ^You winder : but, voachfafe me a 
« fevotrrabte eAr, I fltdil unfold what 
« fcems fo ftringe and perplexing. Thil 

* venerabk brotherhood n^^ have heardi 
V how the royal fevour hath been ex* 
^ tended to Lord Raymond, hath in- 

* vefted him vith aU the power anddigi- 

* nity of the houfe of Salifbury, hath 
^ configned to his pirote6tiDn the wijiow 

* of that noble houfe, and deftined jhis 

hand 
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^ hand for that of the gentle Countefs. 

* When Raymond firft arrived ^ her 

* cafliley to execute the orders of his 
f £ege Lord, he found her, alas ! funk 
^ deep in forrbwful refie6tion3 on the 
^ fete of her unhappy Lord, and but 
^ iil di%oied to liften to his honourable 

* paffionj nor could his noble nature 

* permit him to break in too prccipitatcr 

* ly upQn her melancholy, by declaring 
f^ hiB fuit, and demanding her confent/ 
,— Here Ofwald would have ixiterrupfcd 
hi« di&ouffe, but Grey, with a mild, 
'.yet cQmma^ing look, claimed a fre^ 
'Add ta-ndifturbed audience. The Abbqt 
.feemed to aflent^ and the crafty minio^ 
proceeded thus : * A decent interval of re • 

* tirerftent was allowed to her grief; aad 

* in the mean time Jier fuitor was erKer- 
^ taiaed with the rei^ft due to his 

* greatneis : nor was fhe Joiig a ftranger 

* to 
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to his purpofe ; nor did (he difdain hii 
fuit, although fhe ftili deemed it dif- 
honourable openly to admit a fecond 
lover, until fhe had fully paid her 
duty to the memory of Lord William. 
In this interval, heaven was pleafed to 
afflift the unhappy Lady with feverc 
ficknefs : her fever was violent, and 
long and obftinate was her delirium. 
She raved, I know not how, of forcfe 
and oppreflion ^ fhe called upon her late 
Lord, whom fhe declared was yet alive, 
now in her caflle, and concealed from 
her by treachery and cruelty. She 
fpoke of blood, of murder, of her 
fon, his dangers and his enemies. 
Even when her bodily diforder began 
to abate, the diforder of her mind was 
flill unconquered : nor were thofe wild 
vifions yet difpelled, which had fo long 
tormented her. Her difcourfe indeed 

* feemed 
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' feemed more confiftent, though the 

* difcourfe of madnefs, and, unhappily, 

* impofcd on the weaknefs and irf- 
« experience of her attendants. They 

* indulged her madnefs, and perfuaded 

* her to fly, for they believed that Lord 

* Raymond was really her perfecutor: 

* who, on his part, was only anxious 

* for her recovery. For this, were his 

* prayers iriceffantly treathed to heaven. 
« For this, did he bind himfclf by fo- 

* lemn vow, to reward the devotion 

* of yourhoufe, with ample donations: 

* nor was his piety unnoticed, or his 

* prayers reje£ted. Scarcely had the 

* diftraftion of this Lady prompted her 

* to fend away her fbn, and to retire from 

* the caftle, when heaven was pleafed, as 
< it were miraculouHy, to awaken her 

* from her frightful dreams, and reftore 

* her unfcttlcd reafon. The firft fign 

* of 
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^ pf r«ceUt<5t|ea yfbick (kc di&ovenedv 
< ^0$^ her pr^rs to thofe who had bf^em 
^ jdewiycd by k^x dito^&ion^ wd ira&ly 

* conveyed ^ ^^ oaidnight from her 
^ Fi^^ to xx>n^|]|$ her hack again. 3he 
"^ w^ obeyed* eoid inflantly called for 
*. J^ord Raymood^ acknowledged her inr 

* fifmify, and cntre^ed his pardon an^ 
> indulgence. He, noble and gentle 

* Lord, expreffed nothing biit the molj: 
^•raptvirous joy at this h^ppy change * 

* earrjeftly prefljng her to reward hi* 

* loyje, and prowa his wifhes. No longer 
' po\y reludtant, or infenfible to the hapr 
« pinefs which heaven and the royal far 
.< vQur had ordainod for her, fhe only rcr 

* q-weiled that fome little refpite mi^hf 

* ftiU be graxited, fope time allowed tp 
.* pay what farther duties the memory 
.* of her late Lord demanded. This 
I holy father came opportunely to con- 

' firm 
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* firm her in thofe fentimcnts, snd to 

* direft her pious intentions. By his 

* perfuafions am L ordered to attend him 

* hither, direfted by Lord R^mofld, t6 

* enquire by what means and in 'What 
"* manner he may moft effefttially dif- 
^ charge his vow^ and by tkc gemle 

* Counters to dcfire, that aibkmn re- 
^ quiem fliall, without dtlay, be pcr- 
^ formed by this fcvercftd brotherhood 
^ to her departed Lord. I am ftlU far- 
^ ther to declare, that fh6 reflefts with 
^ confufion on the late dilbrder of her 

* mind, which hat|i driven her young fon 

* from her arms -, that Ihe is impatient 

* to embrace him -, that, at her requeft to 

* Lord Raymond, he hath freely and ful- 
•« ly pardoned the flight of this his atten- 

« dant. Nothing now remains, but that 
* * both return, and (hare in that general 

* joy which reigns in the caftle*" — The 

Abbot 



30 LONGSWORD, 

Abbot wondered, and hefitated -, Ofwald 
prepared to ipeak, but Grey again pre^ 
vented him. — * To remove doubts, or 

* fcruples,' fiud he, turning to Regin- 
hald, * let us produce the token of our 

* truth and fairly-delivered charge. Bcr 

* hold. Lord Abbot, this ancient ring, 
> the well-known fignet of the Countefs, 
A entmfted to us from her fair hand J 
^ By this (he (peaks her pleafure, that 

* young William be inftantly delivered 

* to our care, that, . without delay, we 
^ may conduft him to her noble prc- 
«- fence.* 

The Abbbt had liftened with fufpicion 
and diftriift, nor was his perplexity dif- 
fipated by the conclufion of this fpeech. 
The accounts which he had received 
from Ofwald feemed natural and confift- 
cnt ; thofe of Grey fubtile^ and impro- 
bable : 
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bablc : and, yet, this ring was fpch an at- 
teftation of his truth and integrity, as 
deemed to warrant a full aflent. He 
wavered for a while, but endeavoured 
to perfuade himfelf that the orders which 
Grey delivered were real, and demanded 
his compliance; timorous by nature, 
and pofTefled with (trong imaginations 
of the power of Raymond, and the dan- 
ger of his difplcafurc. He therefore la- 
boured to fupprefs all his doubts ; affec- 
ted to be fully convinced and fatisfied i 
and confented to deliver up young Wil- 
liam to be conducted back to his mother 
by the Monk and Grey ; who diffembled 
their joy, and ftudied to compleat their 
fuccefs, by feducing Ofwald from his 
i-etreat. They exerted all their artifice 
to perfuade him that the refentment of 
his Lord had totally fubfided ; that he 
could not but confcnt to the defines 

of 
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ftf the gende Countcfs, and forgire an 
honeft though miftaken zeal for the 
fervice of a Lady, who in a few days 
was to be united with him, in the bands 
t)f love and wedlock. Ofwald hefitated i 
he knew the falfehood of fome part of 
what Grey had declared ; yet he conceiv- 
ed that he muft have delivered this jewel 
from the hand of the Countefs, and by 
her command •, and that, of confcquence, 
flic muft have been reconciled to her 
fuitor. He thought it natural, on fuch 
a reconciliation, to conceal fome late 
tranfaftions : thus he endeavoured to ac- 
count for the mifreprefentations of Grey : 
yet ftill he feared, and doubted. — Grey, 
as by authority of his Lord, and in his 
name, not only pronounced his full par- 
don, but affured him of favour and 
ireward. The Abbot condemned his ir- 
refolution as weak and criminal; as 

highly 
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highly prejudicial to his own intereflr, 
and an undutiful fufpicion of the truth 
and honour of his mafter. The fimpli- 
<;ity and inexperience of the vaflal gav6 
force to thefe foUicitations j he dreaded 
to renew the difpleafure of Raymond by 
delay or hbfitation : he confented to re* 
turn, and refigned himfelf to Grey, who 
now led away his viftims in triumph. 

The party which Grey had appointed* 
to attend him, foon appeared in view> 
obeyed his iignal, and advanced. At 
the fight of armed men, the mifguided 
Ofwajd felt all his fufpicions renewed ; 
he trembled 5 and his fears were inftantly 
confirmed. Grey, with an air of fuUen 
authority, ordered him to be feized and 
bound ', he attempted to expoftulate, 
but was filenced with all the infolence of 
fuccefsful malice, committed to a guard. 

Vol. II. D and 
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and led away a prifbner to the ooftle^ 
and, there, was this friend to the affli&ed 
afld oppre0ed ccmfigncct to the dreary 
dungeon. The iofaot heir of S8J«fl>iuy 
was cijtrufted to otbers of the pany>, 
whofe fcnrws Gfey purchafcd by rich 
bribes,, and in whom he <W^fly confided* 
A lunlinan he had v^n the dilbmt coaft 
of Devon, to whom they were dire^ec^ 
to convey their charge with ftriftell care. 
Thtxs faere&hred todifpoTe of die young 
Lc»:d for the prefeot, ns he idied on che 
attachment of this kinesis*, and by hi» 
means migfet hereafter remove him to 
fome faifQ and £^cret refidence, as haa 
futiire pwpofes might requii?e« 



SECT, m. 
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SECT. IlL 

THUS far the wicked arts of Grey- 
had been cpmplcatly fticcefiful: 
and^ now, he haftcncd to the prefence of 
Lord Rajrmofld with his flattering con- 
gratulations. He acquainted him in a few 
words, that all the mifchicf which the 
liight of OfwaW had thj^eatcned was noV 
el^ually prevented ; that he had ia^ftl/ 
difpofed of young Wttliam with dich 
guardians as w^re devoted to Ms, and to 
his nnfter's fendce ; and that tl^e falfe 
flare who hfd attempted to betray htm, 
was now his prifoner. Rayem^ad woii« 
dcred; embracdl his mtiibn^ and ap. 
plauded his addrefs and vigilaiite. In his 
SitA vioIeoQe of pride and refentment ho 
pronounced that Ofwjdld diould infin^ll)^ 
be hanged upon the next tree. 9ut 
Grey reftrained his paifion ; m,d entreat** 
D 2 ed 
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ed hiiri to fufpend the fate of this vaffal i 
and to referve the power of granting his 
forfeited life to the requefts of Ela, if this 
might hereafter contribute to conciliate 
her regard^. At the name of Ela, Ray- 
mond fighed, and turned upon his crea- 
ture, with an afpeft of perplexity and 
forrow. • Truft me,' faid he, ' I am 

* weary of this unprofitable purfuit ; and 

* would to heaven I had never feen this 

* proud dame ; never felt the power of 

* her beauty! This morning was I 

« unexpeftedly fummoned to her pre- 

* fence. I faw the charming mourner r 

* I law her tortured with fears. She had* 

* juft difcovered the lofs of an ancient 

* ring, . the ufual ornament of her hand, 
< and although fhe knows not by whom, 
« or for what purpofe, it may have been 
« fecreted, yet this incident hath awak- 
« cned her fufpicions, and Ihe dreads 

fome 
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^ fomc farther defign upon her peace. But 
^ chiefly fhe fears for her fon : fhe con- 
f demns her late cohdud as weak and 

* precipitate, arid repents of having 

* trufted the 'boy 'from, her fide. At 
*. firft, Ihe made an eflTort to pxefcrve h^r 

* dignity, and, in the language'of great- 
^ nefs and' afFefted difdaih, demanded 

* how long my ufurpation i?^as td be con- 

* tinued. I interrupted her with humble 

* and ardent exptfefllons of Idve: (he 
« wept, and was ftiU deaf to my follici- 
^ tations. Yet, ' methought, fhe fpoke 
f of her late Lord with left pride and 

* exultation. If, laid fhe, he hath in- 

* deed pa^dthc ^ebt of nature, may hea- 
^ venlookon his'. offences with mercy, 

* and protedt his helplefs infant, and in- 
*jured widow ! then, with earncft and 

* affefting accents fhe entreated me to 
{ accept of all her wealth and magnifi« 

P 3 ! cence. 
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> cseacc^.to iodiilge my wi&es firAly 

« with the rich inheiiuace <rf her l(wrdlf 

« houlib: W pot lo pwi?fti« *e xmk oi 

* aa helpl^fs j^Mt i » fuffbr j^ ttiDiber 

* to foUpiW him in ft^ot •<, tp hide, her 
f grief; and wafte hw few fp€l»i>Choly 
^ days ia the holy retirement of the rto- 

.« naftery- — O mf friettd, ^ho cowld 
Vftandumpovedatbef diforder? But! 
f 4id opt! fuffer att my emotion tx> break 
f out. I contented myfelf* in general, 

* with entreaiirtg her to banifh aU gloomy 

* thoughts, to expea happy 4ays» to 
^ ftudy her real happinefc, and ta com- 

* maAd it. I then retired, impaiieatly 
« es^fting your arrirai| aid your Age 

* andfriendty counfel/ 

The fticcefi which had hither t6 attend- 
ed the praaites and defigfts of Grey^. 
gave him authority and conftquence with 

hit 
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K$ Lord, and enccmngci him t& urgi^i^ 
liis swivke bold'ty and violently. Whcfl 
Ire had flrft informed hkn m general of 
the tnudafiion^ ef tlMf mondteryy he 
preft htm to cdnfider ferkMift^ that new 
ineideftts mi^ arii^, new dangers threat- 
tTt htm, which might not i^ways be 
prevented, tie fpokc with firvcritf of 
hn irreiblute and timid conduft : afloed,- 
]f it wa» kia purpofe to abandon all his 
glorioles hopes, toi return di%£aced and 
rejefted*, to encofmter fcou md re* 
prodch, as a petfoa unwortjiy of the 
regards 4S tita Ladjr, pfeftunptuoiss 
^and unjtift. Nothing could fecute hh 
honour ftom nisn^ or perhaps his life 
from revenge, hut his immediate nuj^- 
dais with the CouiMefs. Of this he fpoke, 
^ of an event aMbhi^ely in the power of 
Raymond, and delated only by his mif- 
taken tendtmefs. He wus- heard widi 
> D 4 earneft 
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^arneft ftirprife : but when his Lord bie- 
gan.tio piead the difficulties he h;id. en- 
countered, and the obftinacy of Ela in 
jipnylii^g her cpnfent, he haftily intjc^rupt- 
cd him.---' Let a day be appointed/ cried 
this .^inion, ' for the celebration of your 
.*. nuptials, let it.be known through the 
,*; land, . let your . attendants \>c ordered 
,-* to , prepare fbr this event, and ypxrr 
:^ Xnights direjftcd to hold themfelves in 
i* fiichreadinefs as .the joyful occafion 
* requires, — ^^^ Let the reft be my care.* 
Raymonid, who ftill preferved a^ tender 
.afifeiaion for the Countefs, and remem- 
jbcred with horror how dangerofly (he had 
.been ifFecled by the infolence of Grey, 
. hefitated, and infifted on a full explana- 
, tion of . this myfteripus language. Grey 
.again urged the abfolute neceffity of pre- 
. VailiJig in his prcfent undertaking, both 
'for his honour and bis fafety ; the eternal 
, , J * infamy, 
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infamy, riay,;the utter impoffibility of 
receding, after having already proceeded 
thus far; To this \\t added fome artful 
.praifcs of the Councefe, and many, ani- 
mate(J obfervations pn the happinefs of 
that man who fhould poffefs fuch a trea- 
fure of beauty. When the paflions of 
his- Lord had by fuch difcourfe been 
raifed to the utn^oft degree of fervour, 
he began to flatter his hopes :^ * This 

* Lady,* faid he, * you at firft found re- 

* ludtant, and no wonder : for flie had 

* not been aflured that Lord Williani 

* was really no more. Of this fhe. now 

* feems perfuaded, but regards his death 

* as. an event too recent, to admit an- 

* other. wooer.. What though ftie hath 

* difcoyejed fuch impatience of your 

* love ? what though fhe hath attempted 
' to efcape from this place .? would (he 

* not have perfevered in her defign? 

* would 
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• yfo^ld {he not have continued hit 
^ ffigfet, if this rclu<5tance and av^rfioii 
*• had not been artfully aflumed to give 

• htr h^ronr and refpeft in the gene- 
« rjd ejt ? She sffcdts to fiimmon fHends 

• td^ rcfetie^ her from your power ; but 

• 'file hopes that they will interpofe, and 

• perfuade her to accept your hand : but 
^ do we delay •tilt fome new fuitor (hall 
^ arrive, and, under the pretence of re- 
^ Beving the opprefled, and revenging 

• her wrongs, fhall fuccefsfully court her 
^ love, and buiM his own fortune oh 
^ your difgface and ruin ?' — Raymond 
was moved, and feemed ready to* pay 
implicit obedience to the di»5lates of his 
creature.— -Grey then fpoke of the zeal 
©f Reginhald his brother, and his entire 
devotion to the fervice of his noble pai 
trqn. •* This faithful Monk,' faid he 

« will be of ufe. Obferve the Countefs 

• for 
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^ ioaribinediys ; continiie your fond /woo* 
^ iag vidi aU mode&aad ytfpeAfaldiity^ 
^ but with untbtted ttzl. She will foon 
« jcxperietice that the flight oi Ofwatd 
^ bath not proved e&dtxtal to calfeft hcf 
> crcaturea round her: and the difiip* 

* pointfnent will deppcfs her proud fpiriti 

* and coavince her that her own and her 

* fpn's fate ftill depend on you. Th» 
^ day on which your attendants «re taught 
f to e;2cpe£t; your aup^iak; may perhapa 
« find her confenting to your wi((h^s : but 

< why fhould we deoiand or ezpeA hei: 
f formal confent ? Reginhaid ihall join 

* your hand$ by virtue of his facrcd 
t authority, and pronounce the felemn 

* benedi&ion which ihall make her your*a 

< for ever. Her hear; (hall fecret)^ zj^ 

* plaud this gentle violence. At leaflr, 

* her fon, reftored to her arms, (hall be 

* the purchafe of your par^n? — Little 

of 
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erf" art was required to difguife or palliate 
the bafencfs of this defign, fo.effe6l\;- 
ally had he prepared the mind of Ray- 
mond for its reception, by. raifing the 
ftorm of paflions to darken and con- 
found his reafon. This Lord at oncd 
refigned himfelf to the guidance of his 
minion, and confented to purfue fuch 
tneafures as he fhould di<Sbate. The 
Monk was now fummoned before him, 
and appeared in the mdfl: atgedt abafe- 
ment and fervility. Raymond thanked 
him for his zeal, promifed to repay his 
fervices, and ordered him to obferve ex- 
aftly the direftions of his brother. Re- 
ginhald bowed lowly, and attempted to 
fpeak his duty and fubmiflion, but in 
difordered and imgraceful language 5 
then retired with Grey, 

. Thcfc 
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Thefe wicked agents, thus invefted 
with full authority, and prompted by 
their hopes of iritereft and favour, vi- 
gorouQy purfued the work of oppref* 
fion aijd deceit. Reginhald repaired to 
his monaftery (fo was he directed by his 
brother) where he urged the fathers to 
proceed, without delay, in their obfe- 
quies to the deceafed Lord, as his wi- 
dow now prepared, and had appointed 
a day for her fecond nuptials, which 
were only delayed, 'till thefe religious 
rites had firft been dutly performed. 
The reverend clerks were arrayed in 
their facred veftments, and chaunted 
forth the folem requiem. . The neigh- 
bouring peafant caught the religious 
founds, curioufly enquired the caule of 
thefe extraordinary devotions,^ and fpread 
the tidings of the intended marriage 
thro* the adjacent country. In the mean 

time. 
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time» the attendants ajid dMieftics of 
Rayimmd were taught to acpoft the 
nupti^ of their Lord on a day afiigned^* 
and ordered to hold them ready for this 
joyfiil event. The found of bufy p^epa*. 
ratbn was loud thro* all tii^ caftle, and 
wds lueard even to the ^aoment of the 
Counteis, whDWQndered, enquiced^aad 
vFas not long a Ibraoger to thexauie*' 
She conceived it to bis no other than an 
artifice gf her importunate wooer^ to 
decetire t^e friends of her houfe, and to. 
dtSttof the credit of Ofwald, her faith- 
ful emifiary (of whofe confinement tflie 
was yet uninformed.) WitUfccn-n and 
indignation Ihe refle£hed on the bafe 14:*- 
teuxpt to fully her bright fame, and ta 
per&iade her friends, that, in defiance of 
the ftrid rellraints of decent widcrvhood, 
and the refpe^ which the memory of m, 
i]pbk hoiband claimed, ihejhady with^ 

in 
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in the fpace of a few mcxnths, liftcned 
to the ibUickatk)As <d a new fuicor, and 
confenced to receive the hand of her op- 
preflbr. If the honour and reverence. 
with which Ihe refle£fced on Lord WtUiam 
had been fomewhat impaired by her fui^ 
picions of his difloyalty, a new and 
xnore riolem avcrfion co Lord Raymond 
now poifeilbd her mind, and there (liU 
kept up an inflexible refolotioR never 
to acknofPfledge his preteniaons to her 
ioheritanoe» or to accept bis k>ve. In 
fttch di^fitions fiie received the "vi- 
fits of this Lord with diidaio, nor an* 
fwered his tenders of affediOn, but by 
inveighing with all the bitternefs of con- 
tempt and abhorrence againft the mean 
deceit which he was noiv praiStifiog. 
Raymond was aha(hed: he could not 
deny the acciifation, but, wi4:h an ill- 
^eAed opennels, deckred tha^ be hod 

indeed 



+8 L O N G S W O R D, 

indeed affured his friends, that his 
wifhes would be fpeedily crowned, as 
he would npt fuppofe that fhe could ever 
continue thus unreafonably obdurate, 
and pbftinately infenfible to her own 
happincfs. 

Such were their interviews 5 and fuch 
the fixed averfion and proud difdain of 
the Gountefe, unfubdued by oppreffioni- 
grief, and fear. Her tedious and ' me- 
lancholy hours were ftill wafted in alarms 
for her fon, in anxious expeftation of 
relief', of the arrival and vigorous inter- 
pofition of her friends, and of the de- 
feat and difgrace of her oppreflbr. In 
vain did fhe inceflkntly enquire, com- 
plain, conderfirt the flow procedure of 
thofe who ftiould fly to aflTert her caufe. 
No meflenger of deliverance appeared, 
no voice of comfort did flie receive : but 
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the morning of that day, which Raymond 
had prefuitaptuoufly proclaimed his mar-, 
riage-day, Ihc ftill found herfelf the help- 
lefs and joylefs prifoher of her falfe gueft. 



SECT. IV. 

"n A YMOND, now on the point of 
-'•^ executing his bold purpofe, trem- 
bled with anxiety, doubt, and foUicitude. 
Grey hirxifelf felt an inward agitation, al- 
though he laboured to encourage and 
confirm his Lord. The Monk alone 
flood ftupidly infenfible of the importance 
or of the bafenefs of the defign. The at- 
tendants were difpofcd in their appointed 
ftations -, and joy and feftivity feemed 
prepared. The apartments of the Coun- 
tefs alone were fad and folitary, where 
Elinor was ftill fuffered to perform alt 
Vol. I!. E kind 
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kind oiEces to her afflifted Lady. At 
the appointed hour,, Raymond appeared' 
before her, and firfl: in gentk terms re- 
proached her unkind coldnefs and feve^ 
rity ; but urged his love ia a manner 
more bold and peremptory. Site was fi- 
lent : he renewed his inftances : Ihe 
breathed a deep figh, and looked up to 
heaven as if complaining of her unmerit- 
ed diftrefs, her helplefs ftate, which ex^ 
pofed her to thefe infolent and hateful 
foUicitations. He feized her hand ; fhe 
ftruggled to difcngage herfelf, whilft her 
eyes darted fiery difdain. In that mo- 
ment the brothers entered. At fight of 
Reginhald (he fliuddered with horror and 
difmay, though yet unacquainted with, 
the purpole of his appearance. A fo- 
lemn paufe of filence cnfued j thcCounr^ 
tefs trembling; Raymond confounded i^ 
aiid the brothers, who could not behold this^ 

di&rdcr 
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diibrdec without fome faint emotion, 
coUe£ting new force, and arming them* 
ielves againft the ailaults of pity. 

An encouraging glance from Grey, at 
length, emboldened his Lord to break 
filcnce. He conjured the Countefs by 
all her hopes of peace, all the teudcrneft 
ihc felt for her darling fon, no longer to 
delay her own happinefs •, no longer to 
continue thus perverlely infcnfible of 
his juft pretenfions to* her love. He now 
ftood before her, he declared, to claim 
thofe rights which the .royal favour had 
conferred upon hinij that neither his 
honour, nor his love, permitted him, any 
longer, to flatter her pride, or to indulge 

her weak fcruples. She fell npon her 

knees, and began to utter an earneflr and 

paffionate vow, that Ihe never would 

confent to. accept his. hand i but R^y* 

£ 2 mend' 



si L O N G S W O R D, 

mond and his aflbcktes quidtly inter* 
rupted and raifed her from the ground. 
Nor was her great Ipirit yet fuhdued by 
this rude violence: fhe turned upon 
them with looks of aftonifhment and dif- 
dain. Raymond entreated ; Grey reprov- 
ed her pride J and Reginhald denounced 
the vengeance of heaven againft her ob- 
ftinacy : whilfl the tender mind of Elinor, 
wounded deeply by the idiftrefs of her 
dear miftrefs thus furrounded with cruel- 
ty and oppreflion, eafed itfelf in unavail- 
ing tears, Raymond ftiU held the hand 
of Ela ; and the impious Monk, who 
had waited for the fignal from Grey, 
fuddenly began to pronounce the mar- 
riage rites ; but was inftantly interrupt- 
ed by loud and piercing flirieks frequent- 
ly and violently repeated toth by the 
Countefs and her attendant. The un- 
happy Lady could not long lupport this 

violent 
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violent emotion •» (he funk down upon 
her couch -, and Raymond hung over her 
with a mixture of tendcrnefs and vexa- 
tion. After a llong interval of faiiv and 
breathlefs deprefllon, fhe fcemed to re- 
vive, and prepared tp fpeak. Regin- 
hald fcized the moment of her recovery, 
and again began the holy office,— But in 
that inftant a new and unexpedted inter- 
ruption checked his profane purpofe, 
and confounded the bafe attempt of ufqr- 
pation and cruel opprefllon. The found 
of hafte ^nd trepidation feemed to ap- 
proach .the chaqiber. Raymond ftarted 5 
the brothers fhook at the alarm -, a voice 
was heard calling loudly on Grey. He 
iflued forth; Raymond and the Monk 
followed : they faw a domeftic pale and 
breathlcfs with hafte, >yho juft found 
words to declare that Lord William was 
on his way, and would fpeedily reach the 

cafkle. 

E 3 Not 
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Not the condemned criminal when he 
receives his final fcntence ; not the fin- 
ner, yet unconfirmed in guilt, when the 
fudden crafh of thunder appalls his fpirit, 
ever (hrunk into fuch abjeft confterna- 
tion, as Raymond now experienced from 
this fhocking intelligence. Grey was 
fcarcely lefs confounded, although he 
feafed only .for his fafety, and had no 
fenlc of wounded honour. They hiaften- 
cd into an adjacent apartment, where 
Reginhald alone was fufBciently compp* 
fed to examine this meflenger of terror; 
who informed them, that his appointed 
duty had led him to fomc diftancc from 
the caftle, where he had difcovered a 
fmall company of travellers, who, on his 
nearer approach, appeared in dilbrder 
and perplexity : that they had demanded 
his condition and place of refidence, and 
on their part informed him, that they 

were 
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were the attendants and mcffengers of 
Lord William, who had landed on the 
vCoaft of Cornwall, and was foon to rtf- 
fume the pofleflion of his cattle : the in- 
formation they had received on their way 
of the nuptials of the Countefs had 
filled them with confternation ; three of 
them had refolved to return and convey 
this intelligence to their Lord, whilft an 
•equal number now haftened forward, if 
jpoiTible;, to prevent fo fatal a purpofe. 
— * Behold !* iaid he, pointing down- 
wards from the window which coni- 
manded a full view of the raftle-gates, 
I -* their fpeed hath equalled mine, and 

'^ they are now entering,* — Grey rulhed 
•out, and ordered the domeftic to follow. 
He received the unwelcome guefts with 
s,n appearance of refpeft. They were 
xondufted to an apartment, and enter- 
^itained with due courtefy by the man who 
E 4 had 



I 
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had brought the news of their arrival, 
and who now had ftrift charge, that for a 
.while they fhould be kept from any in- 
.tefcourfe or conference with the other 
attendants. 

A fmall ray of hope feemed to dart 
through the gloom which had.pofleffed 
the mind of Grey, when he found that 
Lord William himfelf was not yet arriv- 
ed. A little refpite feemed of moment, 
as it allowed him to refleft, and to con- 
cert his future meafures. At firft, he 
thought of abandoning his Lord, and 
fecuring himfelf by flight •, but, although 
Kaymond Ihould not be able to revenge 
fuch defertion, the power and refentment 
of Lord Hubert were terrible, and could 
not fail to deftroy him. Gay hopes of 
Iharing in the riches of this great houfe 
pfSijllfbury, had long poffefled his ima- 
gination i 
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^ination; and he now felt 4hc moft im- 
placable hatred of the man who was ap- 
proaching to defeat thefe gay hopes. His 
malice and his fears confpired to recom- 
mend the moft dcl'perate courfe of adiom 
He rcfolved to make one daring effort 
more, and, if polfible, ftill to eftablifh 
•the pretenfions of his matter, and to re- 
move his rival' by a bold afiaflination. 

Infuch difpofitions did this wicked 
minion return to his Lord. He found ' 
him funk in defpair, and tortured with' 
diftraftion. Scarcely had he began to 
fpeak, when Raymond, ftarting up in 
frantic emotion, feized upon him with 
dreadful menaces of vengeance, as the 
• treacherous murderer of his honour and 
his peace •, and curft himfelf and his ^Ic 
feduccr in all the bitternefs of remorfc. 
Reginhald fled, and fought to hide him- 

fclf 
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fclf from the . tcrrof of his refcntmenc. 
<yrcy> without the leaft cxpoftulation, 
the leaft attcmj)t to allay the fury of his 
Lord) fofiered the violence of paffion to 
taikt its free courfe, and to wafte its force 
jn firuitlcfs execrations. And foon was 
:the ftorm allayed; and Raymond, as if 
recovering from a fudden frenzy, foften- 
cd into grief and tender nefs, condemned 
his own extravagance, and ^treated his 
favourite to advife, dircft,^ and extricate 
him from this difficult and dangerous 
fituation. 

Grey neither endeavoured to palliate 
the difgrace, nor to leffen the danger, 
which his Lord dreaded. He obferved 
that Raymond had indeed proceeded fo 
far as to leave no doubt that he had dif- 
, regarded the conditions impofed by the 
King, and had attempted the moft law- 

lefs 
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lefs a£ts of oppreflion. His own part in 
thcfe traniadions he rcprcfentcd as the 
^fFcdks of his unbounded zeal for the fcr- 
vice of his mafter ; a zeal which threat- 
ened to involve him in the fatal confe* 
quences of an injured hu(band*s ven* 
geance. Such difcourfe only ferved to 
irritate the pain which Raymond felt. 

* Is there no way to retreat with honour?' 
cried he. ' No ! nor with fafety/ return* 
cd his minion. * Let us not think of re- 

* treat. We are engaged, and muft 

* purfue our purpoie. You wonder; 

* but the way i^ obvious, and there is 

* but one way. Perhaps this hulband 

* comes but (lightly attended : you have 

* Knights and men of arms. Nay, ftart 

* not. Shall we tamely hold our throats, 
^ and receive death from him ? No ; this 

* arm (hall prevent the blow/ Ray- 
mond had long been accuftomed to re- 

fign 
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fign himfclf to the guidance of this fa- 
vourite : by him he had been gradually led 
on from one excefs to the other ; and fo 
thoroughly was his mind prepared to re- 
ceive the very worft impreflions, (fuch is 
the fatal confequence of the firft devia- 
tion from virtue) that, inftead of trem- 
bling at this laft propofal, he feenied 
only follicitous to know the fureft means 
of effecting it. — -And, here again, the 
favourite affumed that fuperiority which 
the pliant temper of his Lord and an 
intimate acquaintance with his weaknefs 
and unjuft dcfigns had given him. He 
defired that all future meafures (hould be 
cntruftedto him ; that from him the atten- 
dants (hould be direfted to receive their 
orders. Raymond acquiefced, yet not 
without the utmoft anxiety, and moft 
melancholy prefages. ^ His retirement 
w'as difturbcd and painiul: all the inha- 
bitants 
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bitants of the caftle plainly perceived 
that fOmething extraordinary had occur* 
red ; fonniething to difordcr their Lord, 
and to perplex his defigns. The Coun- 
tefs alone felt fomc degree of comfort : 
fee fondly imputed the fudden retreat 
of her perfecutors to fome happy event 
iivhich the flight of Ofwald had produ- 
ced, fome appearance of her friends, or 
fome accounts of their motions. Hence 
was her harrafTed mind enabled to reco- 
ver from the violent fhock which if had 
juft now received. 

In the mean time, the vigilant and 
crafty Grey, once more, fought the mef- 
fengcrs of Earl William, who by this 
time were much alarmed at the manner of 
their reception. He met them with cour- 
teous looks, and declared, that the 
Counters, who was now ill at eafe, and 

could 
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could not admit them to- her. prefence^ 
had font to inform herfelf particularly o£ 
the intelligence which they brought. 
They related briefly the landing of Wil- 
Kam, the place of his prefent refidence, 
and his intention of fpeedily returning 
to his own caftle. Grey received thq ac- 
count with coldneis and aSeded diifi- 
dence : he obferved, that * the m<^ pof- 
*^ fitive aflurances had been received that 

* Earl William had pcriflied in France j 
^ thSt, if he really was approaching, ho 

* mult be received with, due refpeft : but^ 
« if envy or malice fought to difturb 

* the approaching happinefe of Lord 

* Raymond by falfe intelligence, his 

* power was great, and his refentment 

* would be violent. By his dire£iions, 

* they were for a fhort time to be ftrift- 
' ly guarded, left they ftiould alarm the 
^ min^s of his friends by rumours which 

* might 
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' might poflibly prove groundlefs; if 
^ Qtherwife, a few days would releafe 
* them/ — They gazed upon each other 
with furprifc, but it was in vain to c»- 
populate ; they appealed to time to con- 
firm the truth of their declarations : and 
Grey then proceeded to fummon fome 
of the boldeft and mc^ zealous of the 
attendants on Raymond, who were cofw 
dudbed to their Lord, and by him comr 
manded to receive their orders from lu» 
favourite, and implicitly to foUo^^his. 
direAion. 

Thefe commands Grey pretendbd t» 
explain more fully. He told them, that; 
from advices lately received, their L€i4 
had good reafon to apprehend a falfe de- 
fign to drive him from thofc poSkfr 
£ons, which he fo juftly claimed, and 
from whence alone h« txoped to derive 

the 
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the power of rewarding his faithful fol- 
lowers ; that they were to arm them- 
felves with fpeed, and carefully to guard 
all the approaches to the caftle, againft 
force or treachery. Nor were they flow 
to exprefs their zeal and chearful obedi- 
ence. And now this wicked minion 
ftood prepared at the head of a refolutc 
and well appointed band, to oppofe the 
•entrance of Lord William, and to plunge 
a dagger in h^s heart. 
• .^ . 

Long they waited in anxious cxpefta- 
tion of their invaders, but in vain; no 
invaders appeared, no danger threaten* 
ed them. Grey began indeed to hope 
jthat thefe ftrangers had been employed 
to deceive them, and to raife thefe falfe 
alarms for fome purpofe yet undifcover- 
cdj perhaps by fome friends of the 
Countefs, who had learned or fufpeded 
hertprcfent condition. He vifited the 

meflengers 
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meffengcrs frequently, infulted them on 
the appearance of falfchood which their 
intelligence now fee med to wear-, me- 
naced, and endeavoured to terrify them 
into a confelTion of the real purpofe of 
their coming. They fteadily adhered 
to their former declarations, and related 
fuch circumftances of the fortunes, the 
dangers, and the arrival of Lord Willi- 
am on the coaft of England, as but too 
plainly demonftrated their truth and in- 
tegrity. Grey was convinced, but dff- 
fembled his conviftion. He waited im- 
patiently for the approach of the Ear], 
but no intelligence could be received •, 
no unufual appearance, no arrival of 
ftrange and unexpefted vilitants, had 
broke in upon the filence and tran- 
quillity of the adjacent lands. The dif- 
appointment ferved but the more to per- 
plex and alarm hint : his vigilance was 
Vol. II. F not 
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fiot relaxed ; he kept his force coUefted 
about him, and ftill flood refolved ta 
meet his danger,, and confirmed in his 
bloody purpofe*. 



End of the fourth booS^ 



BOOK r. 



BOOK V. 

SECT. L 

THE three faithful foUowers df 
Earl WiULiAM, who had deter- 
mined to return to their Lord^ found 
him juft ifluing forth from the hall of 
-Randdph^ at the he^ of a finaU body 
of . attendants. At fight of them his 
mmd was filled' with fad prefages. . He 
tinrned upon hti Ancient friend with fur- 
priie : then both ruflied forward, im- 
patient to learn the caufe of this une^- 
pt<^ed return; and inftantly received 
the melancholy tidings, that, whilft 
' their companions had brought the news 
ci the Earrs arrival te the caftle of 
F 2 Salifbury, 
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Salilbury, they had returned to acquaint 
him, that the Countefs had given, her 
hand to Raymond, and that his nuptials 
had been folemnized on the very day of- 
their approach. 

The bitternefs of this intelligence was 

"^^too great evfcn for the great foul of 
WiLtfAM. He funk Jnto a filent dif- 

imay, and feemcd unwilling or unable 
to contend V^ith defpain The Knight, 

'whofe fufpefting thoughts had been. pre- 
pared for this account, ftrove to roufe 

. and comfort him, but a long time were 
his efforts fruitlefs. The afflifted.Lord 
fcarcely forced out,- at long and: heavy 
intervals, fome broken fighs, fome con- 
fufed and imperfed expreffionj, of an- 
guifh, of refentment, at the fuppofed 

, unkindnefs of his wife, and the weak- 
nefs and unwprthinefs of her fatal com- 
pliance. 
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pliancc. At length, fuddenly ftarting 
from this extreme of depreflion to that 
of the moft violent fury, he uttered 
dreadful denunciations of vengeance a- 
gainft the deftroycr of his peace, and 
called on his friends to attend him in- 
ftantly to his caftle, and to affift him in 
a brave and juft revenge. But here the 
caution of the old Knight interpofed, 
and with difficulty prevailed on him to 
return to his friendly roof, and there to 
confult maturely upon the moft prudent 
meafures. The Earl obeyed, yet feem- 
ed intent only on the moft violent and 
daring courfe. In vain did Randolph 
remind him of the infufficient numbers 
of his retinue, and the fuperior advan- 
tages of the ufurper. The ftorm of 
paflion was ftill loud and terrible ; nor 
could the Earl liften to darker or diffi- 
culty: the injuries which his honour 
F 3 had 
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had fuftained were the fole objeft of his 
thoughts, ijnd revenge his fole purpofe. 

The fair Jacqueline foon perceived a 
confufion and diforder arifing from fomi 
ujiexpefted incident; and, impatient to 
learn the caufe, appeared before her 
hoft and her proteftor. Randolph ac- 
cofted and entreated her to unite her 
gentle perfuafion, and to prevent Lord 
William from rulhing precipitately on 
ruin. ' No!* cried the Earl, haftiljr 
interrupting him, * the attempt is not 

* rafh, nor the purpofe defperate. What 

* tho' my wife hath fq foon forgotten 

* me ? What tho* the abfence of a few 

* months was too great for her impa- 

* tience? What tho' (he hath accepted 
' a fecond hulband ? Have my nume- 

* rous dependents too been falfe ? Have 
« they forgotten me ? No ! let us col- 
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* left them! l«t us fire their brave. fpi- 

* rits to revenge their iftjured Lord; 
^ and let his fury fall vith its due force 

* upon this adulterous pair.'— Jacque- 
line feemed loft in confufion : Randolph 
again interpofed^ and urged the danger 
of venturing, thus veakly attended, to 
&ek his vaflals> and openly to give de- 
fiance to Raymond. But now the noble 
maid recovered from her firft furprife, 
and her great foul began to beam forth 
thro* all her virgin refervc* ^ Where 

* is that power and influence/ faid fixe, 

* in the court of England, which Lord 

* William boafted ? If his own wrongs 
< cannot there find redrefs^ if he muft 

* have recourfc to the precarious chance 

* of arms, in vain have I fought relief 
^ in this ftrange land ; in vain have I in- 
^ dulged the pleafing hopes of regaining 

* my loft inheritance, and (if he. ftill 

F 4 f^P- 
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-* fuppom the miferies^ of opprcfllon) 

* my injured parent. ' Will not the king 

* protedl* ' He (hall give me 

'* juftice' cried William: ' This arm 

* raifed him to the throne: this arm 

• * can tear him from it/ Then eipbra- 
cing her with a paternal fonddefs, * The 

* fpirit of thy brave fether,* laid he, 

* dwells in thee. Yes, fair partner of 

* my fortunes, the King fhall give me 

* juftice. Let my wife, no, the wife 

• * of Raymond, now enjoy for a while 

* her foiil difloyalty. My vengeance 

* fhall be firft direfted againft the great 

* author of my wrongs, the proud 

* Hubert. In the face of his mifguided 
< Sovereign, before the gallant Nobles 
' of England, will I proclaim his bkfe- 
' nefs, and demand full redrefs. Let 

* us haften to the royal prefence : there 

^ (hall 
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ihall my friends croud round me, and 
my vaffals attend my orders.* 



Randolph was pleafed at this refolu- 
tion, which William coniidered as the 
moft honourable, but he as the fafeft 
courfe. The time, the manner, and 
all the circumftances of their departure 
were now Tettled with more temper and 
compofed deliberation. The Knight 
infifted to accompany his noble friend, 
together with his band of followers : 
Jacqueline confented ftill to refide in 
Cornwall, until the Earl had obtained, 
firft, the full redrefs of his own inju- 
ries, and, then, the happy means of re- 
fcuing her father, or of revenging his 
fate. The little troop was foon pre- 
pared to enter on their march, and foon 
took their way, with no ungallant fhew. 
The mind of Lord William was ftill 

gloomy 
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glootny and difbrdered. He thought 
on his wife 3 the tendernefs of her for- 
mer love, the noble nature which all 
her a£fcions had invariably difplayed, 
recurred to his mitid, but now ferved 
only to aggravate his defpair. Hut 
ftrange and precipitate compliance with 
the defires of Raymond was perple;x- 
ing : to be fo foqn forgotten was tqr- 
ment;ii\g : and ever and anon he unbo* 
fomed his diftrafted thoughts to the 
frkndly Knight, 

< Foolifti and wretched is the man* 
(thus would he exclaim) ^ who builds 

* his happinefs on the frail and ipilstble 

* affedion of woman, O my fripnd! 

* how fccurely did I conceive our loves 

* to have been founded! how firmly did 

* her heart fecm linked to mine ! Can I 

* forget the tipie, when all the no- 

*ble 
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ble youth pf ]Bngland courted the 
fmile9 of the rich and beautiful heirefs 
of Earl Patrick, when her eyes markj / 
cd me out as thci^worthy Qbjeft, and ' 
her love graced ntiy rifmg fame ? Caii 
I forget the day when I was- firft, pub- 
licly,, diftinguifhed by her fav^nir? 
The Iblemn joufts were prepared : the 
Knights glittered in their pompoui 
array : we were furrounded with all 
the beauties of the land; but our 
thoughts and defires were fixed on 
Ela. How did I labour to engage her 
attention by my gorgeous entry ? Well 
do I remember the device which then 
adorned my ftiield, and which my 
youthful pride had diftated. It was 
an eagle towering in air, with his 
eyes fixed on the fun; and thefe 
words beneath: Not arrogant, 

BUT conscious OF NOBLENESS. Wc 

* travcrfed 
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« traverfed the lifts in folcimn ftate ; 

* and each champion, as hepaffcd, made 

* low obeifence towards the place where 

* Ela fat; but each unnoticed, 'till, 

* William pacing proudly by, and pay- 

* ing the juft homage to her high beau- 

* ty, fuddenly (he let fall the knot of 

* ribbons which adorned her lovely arm. 

* 1 feized, kiffcd, and fixed it in my 

* crcft : and on that day did my gallant 

* deeds confefs my zeal to merit her 

* high regards. Many afpear was brave* 

* ly fhivered: but, e're our appointed 

* courfes were finifhcd, a loud and fud- 

* den fliriek affailcd our affrighted ears : 

* we turned and faw the fca^ffold, where 
' this fuir dame was feated, yielding to 

* its load. 1 burft like lightning to her 
' rdcue-,. and, amidft all the officious 
' and vigorous interpofition of the croud, 

* which the dangerous incident h^ qot- 

* kaed, 
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* lefted, this arm it was which favcd 

* her. And did our loves decreafe ? 

* Was my heart ever cftrangcd ? ^yas ix 

* one moment fedyced to any other oU- 
> jeft ? — And yet, fp foon to be for- 

* gotten ! the falfc tidings pf my death 

* fo eagerly received !' — 

Randolph was ftudtous to divert him 

^ from this melancholy fubjed. Revenge, 

he knewy was grateful; to the high foul 

of William } and he laboured to infpire 

.him with hopes of a brave revenge. 

He fpoke of the arts that had been ufed 

to influence the weaknefs of a widowed, 

unfriended, unaflifted woman ; of the 

craft pf Hubert, and his iniquitous abufe 

.of the royal favour. ' But now,' laid 

he, ^ the King fhallknow this minion: 

. * he Ihall know with what malicious.pui:- 

< poft of oppreiTion and injultice his 

♦ fal/e 
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* falfe heart conceived, and his falft 

* tongue uttered the lying tale of Eari 

< William's death ; and fpeedily fliafl 

* he execute the full vengeance due t6 

* the wounded honour of his brave kinf- 

* man.'-^With eyes darting indignatioit, 
and founds of difdain, the Earl repliccf, 
that his own influence and reputation in 
England, his noble friends and numerous 
adherents, had made kings 5 and that te 
relied on thefe much more thdh 6rt the 
jufticc of young Harry. * Alas' faid 
he, * little can thy hbneft heart cbnddvt 
^ of that craft and wily infiriitation With 
« which this courtier hath wound himfeff 
« to the heart of his eafy prince. Hfe 

* alone direds and commands him. The 
■* noblefl. fpirits of England are irtlblenf- 

< ly fcorned; and the remoteft corMr 

* of the realm feels his pernicious iit- 
« flucnce,' * Good heaven* cried K^rt- 

-♦ dolph 



Ewl of SALISBURY. 79 

dolph (ftill labouring to divert the Earl 
from the gloomy fubjeft which lay deep- 
ly fixed in his mind, and was ever ready 
to rife and torment him) * When fhall our 
diftrafted country feel the bleffings of 
a wife and virtuous rule? Shall fa6bion 
and tumult for ever dilturb the land, 
and fordid avarice and flavifli adulation 
for ever furround the throne ? Is the 
infolence of iU-gotten power to know 
no controul ? Sad and gloomy is the 
profpeft!— And, yet, the fpirits of my 
brave countrymen, tho* depreffed and 
overborne, are flill unbroken. They 
have already contended, and they may 
again contend for the great prize of 
freedom. Perhaps (and truly pleafing 
it is to indulge that hope) England 
may yet experience fome happy age, 
when wifdom, and valour, and virtu6 
! fiiall confpire to blefs and to exalt her. 

• Some 
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* Some glorious Monarch may yet hold. 

* her imperial fceptre, flouriftiihg in all 

* the pride of youth, loved and revered 

* by his grateful people, and dreaded by 

* the enemies of juftice and his kingdom^ 
, Perhaps the pious care of fome illuf-^ 

* trious parent may have formed his^ 

* mind to all princely virtues; per- 

* haps fome noble friend of exalted me- 
' rit and unfullied integrity may have, 

* aided the glorious work. Witdoin and 

* juftice may guide his councils, and va- 

* lour lead forth his viftorious armies : 

* the united voice of a happy people 

* may blefs him, and the united force of 
< all his enemies may fink before him, 
' If heaven Ihould be thus gracious to 
f our country, could its tranfcendent 
f favour admit of any acceflion ? — Yes ! 
« let the happinefs, diffufed from the 
'. throne, be refleded back on fuch a 

* Monarch, 
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** Monarch. Let him be amply reward- 

« ed, in a princely confort, fitted to 

* grace his royal feat, and relieve his 

* generous cares. — Then, let the ardent 

* prayers of his people be accepted. 
' Let the princely pair flourifh, and 

* very late pay the debt of nature : from 

* heir to heir let their virtues be tranf- 

* mitted; and immortal be the glories 

* and bleffings of their reign !' 

The fpirit of the good Knight was ele- 
vated and inflamed by this idea of pub- 
lic felicity, the moil exalted and com- 
pleat which his imagination could form: 
and William feemed to forget his private 
grief, and to be wrdpt in the fame pleaf- 
ing dream. And now they approached 
towards the city of Marlborough where 
Henry flill held his court. The diftant 
view of this royal feat raifed a violent a- 

Vol. II. G gitation 
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gjtetion inthefareaft of Salifbury. He 
was now on the. point of brealdng frotii 
his obfcurityi and once more fhining forth* 
in hi^ native fphere: and he felt all the 
emotion of an high tod not^ mind, im- 
patient of wrongs, ready to urge them 
boldly, and lefolute to feek redrefs. He 
entered the city, when fuddcnly his Ipi^ 
rit was ftill farther agitated by a ftrange 
and tmexpe£bed encounter^ A fmall, 
but gallant^ troop approached him, head- 
ed by a youth of? noble port. Their 
leader had already fixed his eyes upon him, 
with, marks o( wonder ; and, flopping,, 
as if depnTedi of all power of motion, 
pronounced the name of Salifbury. 
William came forward with courteous 
demeanour, attentively furveying the 
ftranger, who at: once ended his fufpencc,;; 
yet encrealed his wonder^ by declaring 
himfelf the young Lord of Poiftiers,, 

that 
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that Cauvigny whom his gencroficy had 
reftored to an injurious father. A fuddeA 
exclamation of furprize burft from the 
Earl, and an interval of filence enfued t 

at length he was enabled to exclaim 

f Good heavens I the fon of the oppreHbr 
and murderer of my friend !*-And in 
England!— The father too, perhaps, is 
ready to infulc our wrongs, and boaft of 
his perfidious cruelty.'— — • With his 
a(hes* replied the youths « let hil, 
errors alfo lie buried. Doit thou love 
the good Les Roches ? He Is my friend 
and father: extend thy love to me, 
and[ fay, blefs me with the happy tide- 
ings, that the fair Jacqueline hath 
efcaped the ftorm of contention and 
misfortune, and lives in fafety,* — 
Would to heaveh !' cried the Earl, 
that her father were now in England, 
to embrace and blefs her ; to be wit- 
G 2 ! ncfs 
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' nefs of her noble nature, and to thank 

* the faints for her prefervation !* — 
The young Lord could no longer reftrain 
his impatient ardor y they, had ^both 
alighted,, and he now ruftied on Eari 
William, and clung round his neck, 
with all the extravagance of joy. ' What 

* though ' faid he, ' the brave Les 
« Roches be ftill purfued by the feverity 

* of fortune j he may be refcued ; he 
y may. be yet reftored to honour and 

* happinefs : Lord William will not de- 

* ny his afliftande j he will aid me with 
' his power, whilft I labour to reftore 
« him!' — ' Now,* cried the Earl, < I 

* am indeed thy friend, — But we are at 
« the Englilh court. Here muft I make 

* a trial of my power. If the name of 

* Salilbury be not forgotten ^ if a fe^ 

* months of obfcurrty have riot totally 

* effaced the remembrance of my birth, 

I ^ ' ^ V, .* my 
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« niy aftions, and my fervices, I fha^ 

* yet obtain radrefs of my private 

* wrongs; and, if he ftill furviws, I 

* ftiall relieve my friend.* 

Thus faying, he ruflied forward, with 
an afpeft of fiery refentment and indig- 
nation. Cauvigny turned back with his 
followers, and attended him, expefting 
fome important difcovery, fome explana- 
tion of what the Earl had haftily and ob- 
fcurely hinted. They foon reached the 
very centre of greatnefs and magnifi- 
cence-, and, now, the long loft Earl 
of Salilbury once more appeare4 in be- 
coming ftate amidft the nobles of Eng- 
land, ihining like the great light of hea- 
ven when juft emerged from a dark and 
baleful eclipfe. His ancient friends em- 
braced him; his peers crouded round 
him, impatiejtit to learn the ftory of his 
G 3 won- 
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ilFOttdeiful deliverance. T^et fo the craf- 
ty Hubert : he heard of his arrival with 
terror, and beheld kitn with confu^n 
and difmay. The young King haftcoe^ 
to congratulate his noble kinfman, who 
iunk upon his knee, k)udly calling for 
juftice and jredrcfs. Henry railed him, 
and demanded the cauii? and purpofe of 
hia petition^ The Earl GoUe^ed his 
great fpirit, and, with Ipoks f)£ terror and 
^iidain, pointed to Hubert, whilft filence 
and fufponce poffeflfed the croud of 
nobles, * Conie forth,' feid he, * thou 
f wickpd a:uch6r o£ my wropgs ! come 

* forth, and meet the vengeance due to 

* thy trtechery. —Here ftands the wretch- 

* ed caitiff, (f\ich this arm fhall prove 
' him) who bafely feized tlie fatal hk>- 

* ment of my abfence to detooy my 
' peace and happinefs fof ever, Bear 

* witnefs for me, ye warlike Barons, and 

^ Nobles 
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* Nobles of this land, with what zealous 
"* loyalty 1 laboured to fupport the caufe 

* of Henry, and to eftaUifli our rightful 
^ King on that royal feat : for him and 

* for our country have I encountered 
^ the toils and 4e%erate ealamities of 

* war, the fury of proud foes and for- 
^ midable hofts, the rage of ftorms an4 
^ waves, and the dangers of the temr 

* peftuous ocean. Scarcely have thefq 
-^ (hattered limbs fupported the painful 

* tafk of honour, and wonderful hatl^ 
^ my deliverance be^n. And what is my 

* recompence? WhilftI fought in Gaf- 
'* coigne, this pernicious courtier, who 
' never experienced the hazards and 

* diftreffes of the field, never knew 

* aught hut the luxurious eafe of a pa- 

"* lace, contrived the ruin of the brave . 
' harrafled foldier. He chofe out his 

* minion, his 4iephew, tte lanworthily- 

G 4 ennobled 
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* ennobled Raymond: he filled the royal 
^ ears with falfe and malicious tales of 

* my death; he fent his creature to 

* feize my cattle, my power, and my ex-^ 

* tended domain-, and to infult my un- 

* happy Countefs with his adulterous 

* love : he hath abufed her weaknefs ; 
' he hath deceived her credulity, or per- 

* haps by force poffeffed himfelf of her 

* bed. I feek not for reparation : my 

* wrongs will not admit of this •, but I 

< call for juft punilhment, for vengeance 

< due to that deadly wound my honour 
« hath thus fuftained. Tothe juftice of 

* my liege Lord I fly, — to your royal 

< juftice, rather than to the influence 
« which- Salifbury ftill maintains, and the 

* power which he ftill commands in 
> England/ 



•D* 



Henry 
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Heniy was embarraffed and difordcred 
by the boldncfs of this addrefs. The 
precipitation with which he had yielded 
to the defircs of Hubert now appeared 
in the true light, and covered him with 
confufion. He prepared to accoft ih6 
Earl in fuch fboching terms as he could 
command in this diforder of his thoughts, 
when the favourite, verfed in all the re- 
fined arts of dil&mulation, haftily pre- 
vented him, and thus affumed the fem- 
blance of a generous impatience of all 
cenfure or fufpicion : 

* That I rejoice at the happy arrival of 

* Earl William, the faints are witneffes : 

* that I believed him dead furely cannot 

* be deemed a crime, when fuch repeat- 

* ed affurances were received that he had 

* Ihared the fate of his unhappy country- 

* men. What though I too indulgently 

* con- 
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« confenced tp the wi(hcs of my nq>hcw; 
^ and obtained him permUiBosi to/vgcQO 
< ^he gentle Couatefe, whom all die land 
^ regarded as « vridow ? What forces 
^ what fraud, what injury was medita^ 

* ted ? What ktj^ftice hath been com- 

* mitted ? What vile diflioneft purpoiics 

* have been p^^rfu&isthat vengeance is fo 
^ loudly denounced ? Tke foul of Ray- 
$ mond is noble, and his procedure hath 

* been honourable. True, he fought the 

* Coumefs; he found her deep m for- 

* row; he indulged her forroW; nor 

* urged his paflion with the importunity 

* cf violent love. He waited, if, hap- 

* pily, time and his tender cares might 
'^ move the Countefs to Uften to his fuic ; 

* but, thanks to the interpofing provi- 

* dence of heaven, his fuit could not pre- 

* vaiL — Go, Lord William, repair to 

* thy princely caftle : there ' thy wife^ 

' waits 
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5' yrgits to receive thee ; there Ihalt thou 
^ find her unafiaUed and unpolluted. Gq» 
^ and be happy \ and, when thou refledb- 
^ eft on thine own credvility, learn to jfor- 

* give thofe who too e^ily received the 

* falic ftory of thy death.* 

The Earl gazed in fileoce, doubting, 
yet willing to believe thefe happy tidings. 
Hubert repeated his affurances^ with an 
afp?£t fteady and compofed. • By my 

* Hqlidatpe!' exclaimed the King, 'it 

* rejoiceth us that Lord William hath 
*' now found his fufpicions falfe : not the 

* uaexpe^ed deliverance afid happy arri- 

* val of our noble coufin give us greater 

* joy.— But let us forget all jealoufieij 

* and defpife all falfe rumours. — Em- 
^ brace, and forgive Lord Hubert, com- 

* mand our power, and enjoy the re- 
^ ward of thy gallant toils/ — The cour- 
tiers 
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tiers echoed the fentiments of their 
Prince, and William with a conftrained 
fubmiffion gave his hand to Hubert 1 
his noble friends were coUefted rouna 
liim, and renewed their congratulations : 
the King by his careffes feemed willing 
to efface the remembrance of that eafi- 
nefs with which he had yielded to the 
defires of his favourite,and this favourite, 
by an aflumed affedlion and humblenefs 
of deportment, fought to quench all re- 
mains of animofity in the mini of the in^ 
jured Earl ; but confcious, of his own arti- 
fice and hypocrify, he naturally fiifpefted 
that readinefs of belief, with which Salif- 
bury feemed to yield to his declarations, 
as well as that fudden calm of peace and 
reconciliation, in which his fury appear- 
ed to fubfide. He had injured, and 
therefore hated him: he had affirmed 
boldly to divert the prefent ftorm ; butf 
^' whether 
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Rcr loyalty : and he fiteljr indulged thefe 
delightfid thoughts^ which naturally in-' 
fpkeA an cnlivehed joy fend Gomptacency; 
The gracious tondcfeenfions of the Kiiig 
he received with juft t-eturns of duty v 
hie Shared in the delight which~ his noble' 
fViehds expreffed at his rcnirrt 5 and, al-' 
tho* he wohdeted, yat was he affeftcd with 
due pleifure, at the zeal ahdlove which 
the young Lord of France difcovered^ 
at that earneftnefs of friendftiip which 
leemed fo kindly interefted in his for-^ 
tunes. But hoc the fplendor arid plea-', 
fures of a court, not the affeftion of 
friends, nor the fmiles of royal favour, 
could detain him in the city of Maflbo- 
rough. He was impatient to feek his own 
noble manlion, and his attendants held 
themfelves in readinefs to accohipany 
him. Without any delay, but what re- 
freftiment neceflarily demanded, he took 

adttti- 
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^dutiful leave of the King % he received 
the repeated afiuratices of Hubert, that 
bis nep4iew had already retired from thd 
otftle, and that the Countefs waited td 
Embrace him with Wi^b^x^d love^ and 
ke departed at the head of his little 
troop, now rctnibrced by the followeri 
•f Lord Cauvi^yy who declared his re« 
iblution to attend the Earl of Salifbury. 

They took their way ^ and William^ 
wlio had hitherto been totally engaged 
by his own great affairs, was now more 
at eaie^ and more at leifure to recall the 
tender fentiments of frknddiip^ and to 
think on the good Les Roches. ^ Gentle 
^ Lord,' faid he addreffing himfelf to 
young Cauvigny, • how have I defcrvcd 

* this zealous attachment, thcfe cxtra- 

* ordinary inftances of your affedtion ? 

* Say,whatfurprifing events have brought 

*. thee 
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' thee hither ? Say, how hath Les Rochei 

* merited thofe tender names, I think 
' thou gaveft him, of friend and father ? 

* What of his fortunes canft thou inform /^ 

* me ? If he indeed furvives, where fhallC 
' feek him ? How fhall I reftore his 

* daughter ?' — The mention of Jacque- 
line brightened the countenance of her 
lover with a momentary joy, which was 
inftantly clouded, and with a figh which 
awkened all the fears of William j he 
exclaimed at the feverity with which for-* 
tune had purfued his generous friend. 

* I ftill hope,' faid he, 'and. on that 
« hope refts alljny comfort, that he is 

* now in England, but whither driven, 

* or where he may now lay his melan- 

* choly head, alas, I know not. It is 

* my purpofe to feek him, and in this 
« good purpofe Earl William furely muft 
« affift me.— Let me unfold the ftory 

' of 
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♦ of our fortunes, and no longer wonder 

* to fee Cauvigny ip this land/— They 
rode flowljr on apart from their aflbci- 
ates, all but the good old Knight; and 
the Frenchman thus began. 



SECT. II. 

•« TJ O W can I refleft on that crcdu- 
« JL J. lity, with which my fatheryield- 

* ed to the falfc and malicious reprclen- 

* tations of Mal-leon, and. that unnie- 
« rited feverity with which he purfued 

* our generous friend ?— Peace and for- 
« givenefs to his departed fpirit! — If 

* thou haft already heard how the hunt- 
« ed fugitive ranged through the wilds 
< and deiart mountains, fpare me tJie 

* odious recital : yes, thou muft hare 
« heard. Thy brave countrymen, who 

' Vol. II. H ' long 
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^ long defended him, muft have at length 
« found their Lord. Their valour only 

* Gould have refcued thee from the fnares 

* of envy and cruelty. And may due 
honour and* reward attend that fidelity, 

* which guarded the unhappy devoted 

* head of Les Roches 1 X»6ng time they 

* watched oyer him in .his melancholy 
' retreat : nor was it their want of vigi- 

* lance, but his own abfence of tkonght 
< and careleis inattention to danger,. 
^ which at lafl: feparated him from their 

* protedtion. 

* It was on the morning of » night of 
« broken and difordercd flumbers, that 

* the unhappy Lord ftartedfrom his hand 
^ couch, full of inward grief and agita- 

* tion. The woody covert where he had 

* fought repofe, at firft, concealed ihis^ 
« motioas fi^m tkc Engliflunen, who 

• watched 
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* watched at Ibme diftance. loftnfiblf 

< was he led on, wi;apt up in fad and 
f painful reflection ; and wandered foli* 

* tary down the winding paih^ which 
f led from the monnuint wa^ divided^ 

< and ^adaalljr loft in a vale en<;uvi)>f r» 
f ed with fhrubs and rocks, and watered 

* by a ^efouoding current. At length 

< he awakened fts from 4 dreao, (tared 
f round on the awefujiprofpeCt, and fought 

* to.giiin his compaoioos, Bot, alfislhe 

* had waodered too far, and too incau- 

* tioufly* Perplexed and confounded, 

* encompafTed with fteep hi])s, which 

* the luxuriant hand of nature had 
« cloathed wixh a wild magnificence - of 

* fdreft ; and, ever and anon, direrted 
« from his courfe by the rocky frag« 
^ ments which the torrent feemed to 
^ have waihed down into the vmlley ; his 
f eyes fcarc^ed in vain for tbt jpath which 

Hz * he 
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he had taken: he hafted on, aixjl 
paufed by turns, without direftion, 
nor totally free from terror; wKen 
fudd^nly he , defcricd a venerable pcr- 
ionage^' dad in the habit of aufterc 
piety, on which the filver beard de- 
fcehded from a grave and emaciated 
vifage; The hermit advanced, raifing 
his Ihrivelled hands in holy benddic- 
tion over our aftonilhed friend ; and, 
as Les Roches bowed before him, hd 
enquired with furprife what fate of 
chance had led him into this rude and 
folitary retreat. 

* The afflidted Lord, awed by his rc- 
« Verend afpedt, yet comforted by that 
« benevolence which beamed forth f5f0m 
* his looks, and foftened all his accents, 
f freely acknowledged that he was the 
« wrctdhcd child "of calataity, driven to 

«*the 
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* the defart by periecution and opprct 

* fion ; and that he fought the neigh* 
> bouring hills, where a few friends, 

* fhey too Iharers in his .misfortune, 

* waited his return. The reverend fa- 

* ther, who faw his anguifh, comforted, 

* exhorted, and by degrees fo far gain- 

* ed on his confidence, that he freely 
.^ acknowledged his name and quality, 

* and briefly related the events which 

* had driven him from the fociety of 

* men. The hermit was moved, and, 

* pointing to his cell, whiclj lay at no 

* great diftance, " There, faid he, Ihall 
." thou find refuge, 'till thefe ftorms of 
** calamity have wafted their violence. 
" Come on, my fon, enter and partake 
«* of my homely refrefhment: your 
« friends too fliall be my care. Tarry 
«• here : I know all the windings and 
tt fecret paths of thefe unfrequented 

H 3 *' hills. 
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«« hills. I (hall foot! find them: and 
*« here ihall they enjoy a more fecure, 
♦« and, perhaps, lefs uncomfortable re- 
<* treat." * The Baron made obeifance, 
^ and accepted the generous invitation. 

* The hermit laboured up th^ precipice 

* with flow and painful fteps, towards 
'^- the place* which Les Roches had de- 

* Tcribed. But here he found no un- 
^ happy ftrangers : all was filence and 

* folitude. He returned full oiF fears and 

* fad forebodings, which his tendernefs 

* of natyre had diftated. He entered 
« his - cave, biit this too was filent and 

* folitary : no gueft appeared ; ho afSidt- 
^ ed Lord waited his arrival, 

' However cautioufly Les Roches had 

* directed his courfe, however fecret 
' and retired he had chofen his refidenct, 
< ftill had his motions been long watehe'd 

^ by 
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by feme bafe and ignoble men, al- 
lured by the rewards promifed to tbofe 
wba fbould diicover ai^d feize him. 
Four fordid hinds, difguifed in the garb 
of wood-men, had diligently traced 
him thro* bII bis various progrefs, but 
ftill were terrified and kept at wary 
diftance by the vigilance and well 
known valour of his attendants. The 
moment of his feparation had not es- 
caped them : they exulted, and refolv- 
ed to feize this critical occafion. They 
purfued his Heps, and haftened dovi^ 
to the valley by different routs to thcfti 
well known. They lay unnoticed, im- 
patient to fnatch their prey : they 
marked the late conference, and faw 

' the hermit depart ', and no fooner was 
he loft in the diftant wood, than rufli- 
ing furioufly into the cave, and draw^ 

• ing tiicir concealed weapons, they 
H 4 * • feize4 
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* feized the unhappy Lord unprepared 

* for refiftance. In vain did he enquire 

* the caufe, and endeavour to expoftu - 

* late : they fternly commanded him to 
' attend their pleafure, and, hurrying him 

* precipitately away, direded their courfc 

* towards the caftle of Poiftiers, filled 
' with the delightful idea of thofe re- 

* wards they were to receive for a fervice 

* fo important. Their viftim attended 
' them, patient and refigned to their in- 

* folence, difdaining all entreaties and 

* complaints -, and was at length con- 

* dufted into our hall, as a man indif- 

* ferent to his fate, and prepared boldly 

* to meet the worft that opprefllon could 

* inflift. 

• * But here he found a ftrange and un- 

* looked for reception -, and all the fan- 

* guine hopes of his fordid hujitcrs were 

: loft 
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loft in confufion and difgracc. Fortu- 
nately fome followers of Les Roches, 
who had been made prifoners, and were 
examined by my father, diftinftly re- 
counted the events in the Ifle of Rhc, 
and fired his brave fpirit with indigna- 
tion and contempt for the Counf Mai- 
leon. He began to lament the preci- 
pitate and mifguided feverity with 
which he had purfued our friend, and 
to revere the charadter of Lord Salif- 
bury. In that moment he received 
the account of my flight, with true 
paternal grief and anxiety. His joy at 
my fpeedy return was equally extrava- 
gant-, and loon was he informed of 
' the generofity that reftored me to his 
• arms. Alas! thefe violent and re- 
' peated imprcffions were too great for 
^ his weak and difordered frame. He 
^ had long been oppreflcd by a danger- 

* ous 
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' ous malady, whkh^ as it had infiamed 

* and irritated hi$ %mt to an umi&al de^ 
;^ greeof.hT^adeiKe and fretful violefice, 

* fo wasity in return, inflamed and irri- 
f fated by the events which this violence 
> had produced. Toolatedidhelanfient 
^: his fatal raihnefs, and utter his inefFec- 
.^ tual wifhes to make a full attonement. 
^ On the very niorning when Les Roches 

* arrived at Poidiers, we were alarmed 
^ with. the fymptoms of his dilTolution, 

and in thefe arms did he expire. 

< Too intent on paying the mournful 
offices to my d^c^afed parent, I could 
fcarcely give a thought to Les Roches; 
I had juft the power to iflue my com- 
mand that he fhould be treated nobly. 
Thus did he continue for fome time a 
prifoner, unnoticed, and uncertain of 
his fate : an interval which we after^ 

^ wards 



< 
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wards lamented bktefly. To that wc 
imputed the lofs of Jacqueline ; to that, 
the diftreffes of Lord Wiffiam ; wbfck 
o\ir imaginations reprefenied in the 
moft frightful form, all derired from 
my unhappy delay in ieeking and of* 
fering him protedtion. At length the 
remains of Lord Cauvigny were in- 
terred with all folemn rites befitting 
his exalted condition. I now became 
Lord of his power and domain, and 
foon found leilure to think 00 the fa- 
ther of my beloved Jacqueline. The 
hinds who had made him my prifoner, 
and now applied for their reward^ law 
me fall at his feet and embrace him, 
with all the rapture of affeftion and ro* 
verence. They would gladly have 
made a merit of preferving and con- 
veying him to ray caftle : nor fhould 
I hav^ denied their reward, but thai: 

* their 
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* their rude infplence had aggravated the 
^ diftrefles of my friend. I inftantly pro- 

* nounced him free 5 1 vowed to devote all 

* my influence and power, to make attone- 

* ment for his unmerited fufiFcrings ; to 
^ exert the moft zealous efforts of love 
' and friendfliip to regain his daughter 

* and to relieve Lord Salifbury. * But 

* thefe efforts were exerted too late, 

* Les Roches was indeed re- inflated in 

* full poffeffion of his lands and caftle : 

* but, not all our moft diligent cnqui- 

* ries, not all our vigilance and labour 

* in traverfing the wildeft and moft un- 

* frequented parts of our province, could 

* obtain the leaft information of his 

* daughter, or his friend; fo fecretly 

* had Salifbury chofen his retreat : — or 

* perhaps he was then contending with 

* ttorms and waves: perhaps fecurely 

^ landed 
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landed on his own native fhore. This 

laft thought was plealing, and we were 

' inclined to indulge it. Thus while 

* my brcaft was filled with all the impa- 
« tience of love, and paternal fondnels 

* equally predominant in Les Roches, 

5 wc foon concurred in the adventurous 

^ refblution of feeking the dear treafure 

^ in England, which fortune had fo un« 

* kindly torn from us. Thither, faid 
f we, hath Jacqueline been conduded 

* by her noble protestor, and there (hall 

* we find both utterly defpairing to re« 
.' gsun Les Roches. Inflamed with fiich 
.•hopes, we inftantly prepared our re- 

f tinue, a gay and gallant train : we foon 
f reached the coail, and foon were we 
f embarked : alas, too foon ! little fuf- 
* pefting the fevere reverfe of fortune 
< that now threatened to confound all 
I our flattering expedations. 

•The 
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« 'The fea was rough and'ftormy; ©u^ 

• bark ftout and araply fumifted, hut 

• our mariners were unfkitfu! •, aridfon^ 

• time did we contend with aH <he.vlo^ 
' Icncc of the wimds, and long^tittie w*rA 

• we driven from our deftined. coupfei 
^ And when at Hf^^ after various dan- 
^ gers and difficukicK;, we -^ere chfeaped 

• with the hopes of fpeedily gaining the 
^ Englifh coaft/ fuddenly we found our- 
^fdvcS aflailcd by a bold piratical vfeffci; 

and threatened with a fercrc captivkyi 
The hoftile intentions of our advcrfiry 
were but too plainly difcovered, as he 
bore down upon us. Our force was in- 
ftantly coileded, and we refolved t6 
defend our liberty with due Ipiritir 
Tortured at the thought of being pre- 
vented from purfuing my deiign> 1 
raved iiu all the wildncfs of frenzy and 
defperation> which {he good Led 

^ Itoches 
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Roches isndeavourad €o rellrain, htm- 
Jelf equally relblute, but infpired with 
a la&ct ddJoberke and rational courage. 
No foooer had the enoxiy cloibd with 
Ds, than this galknc Lord) earneft to 
prevent me in the pur&it of dangef, 
leaped on board his ve^, was follow^ 
edby a few attistidants, and there main- 
tained a bloody and unequal conflict. 
W^ prcft forward, carneft to fecond this 
bold atcagk ^ the furate was alarmed at 
our numbers and our resolution, when; 
liiddanly, the violence of the furge fe- 
parated our veflels ; and as we endea- 
voured to regain our former ftation, 
anxious for the refcue of our compa- 
irions, we were fhocfaed with the view 
of the pirate flying before us. His 
veflel was of quidoer ikily and his ma- 
riners more cKpert. He left us in rage 
aad dugiuifli, uttering fruitieis «ccra- 

* tions. 
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* tions, and ftraining our limbs in fruit- 
^ lefs efforts to regain our captive friends. 

* In the bittcrnefs of grief and difappoint- 

* ment, I refolved to continue the pur- 
.^.fuit, if happily fome favourable inci- 

* dent might bring the enemy once more 
> into our reach ; and for a while the 
f' purfoit was continued. But the ftorm 

* was loud, and my followers too fenfi- 
« ble of their danger. They forced me 
^ to make towards land ; and, after mtich 

* hazard and difficulty, we we're at length 
' difcmbarked on the fouthern coaft of 

* England. 

. • We recounted our late adventure to 

* the inhabitants of the coaft,* who well 

* knew the pirate we defcribcd, and had 

* oftentimes Jufiered by his depredations. 

* They informed us that his name was 

* William die Morifco, a bold adventurer, 

• who 
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* who had of late frequently infefted 

* their dwellings, and probably, e*re 

* long, might alarai them by another 

* defcent : that his cxadlions had ever 

* been* fevcre, but that his nature, rude as 

* it was, drfcovered no. wantoa cruelty, 
^ no. malicious thirft for blood; thataa 

* honourable ranfom might prevail upon 

* him to fet our friends at liberty. I 

* was. comforted by this intelligence, and 

* waited, for a time, in hopes of fome 
' favourable opportunity of r^overing 

* L^s Roches: but no yeflel appeared; 

* no intelligence was received, 

• Unable to fupport this delay, I rc- 

* folvcd once more to feek the enemy at 

* fea. My followers I knew woujd prove 

* averie to fuch an attempt ; and the oc- 

* cafion demanded more Ikilful mariners, 
^ and a veiTel more compleatly appointed 

Vol. IL I * thari 
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^ than ouPs, i^rhich by this time had 

* fdt the feverity of winds and feas. 

* I therefore formed the bold defign of 

* ^Pply^^g f^ afliftance diredly at the 

* Engliffi court. A young King, je^ui 

* of his honour, could not be unmoved 

* at the infults offered to his territory 

* by this dbfcure adventurer: he miift 

* re^ldily favour the generous purpofe 

* of purfuing and engaging him: and, 
"^ if Lord Salifbury hath now rcgairi- 
** ed his native country^ he cannot be 
"* lefs zealous to refeue his friend ;^^^ 

* he muft cflfeftually aid my endeavours. 

* -^Thus I reafonedj and, leaving a 

* part of my retinae oh the coaft to treat 
^ for the ranfom of our friends, if the 
< pirate (hould appear, I proceeded to 

* the <«>urt of England, where joufts 
.^ and tournaments were prepared for 

* the- cntertainmcBt of the King, now 

« recover- 



^rl pf,S A L I S B U R Y. 115 

recovering frpm a tedious ficknefs. In 
thefe I engaged; nor was I difgraced, 
or my attendants unnoticed. Henry 
vouchfafed his attention to the ftran- 
ger, and reqeived me with a princely 
welcome. I called myfelf a young 
Lord of one pf thofe provinces of 
France that ac^cnowledged the Englilh 
jurifdiAion ; and declared the whole 
ftory of my adventure on the voyage 
towards England. The King was du* 
ly affected with indignation, commend* 
Cd the gallant refolution I exprefled 
of feeking the piratp, and readily pro- 
mifed to entrufl the chaftifement of 
this infolent plynderer to my com- 
mand. 

« Lord Hubert, whom I foon found 

to be principal in the confidence of his 

;| ma^er, echoed the fentimfchts of Hen- 

I 2 ^ • ry: 



c 
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* ry: he frequently held converfe with 

* me, and enquired much about the af- 

* fairs of my province. Difcourfe of the 

* late wars naturally introduced the name 

* of Salifbury : I fighed, and Hubert 

* haftily demanded if I could fay aught 

* of the fortunes of this Lord. The 

* melancholy air which I affumed, . re- 
^ doubled his attention : I told him that 

* Lord William had landed in Fi-ancc, 
« had been purfued by the fury of his 
^ unjuft enemies, fled with a noble maid 

* whofe father had deeply Iharcd in Ws 
^ calamities.; ahd^ fince he was not by 

* this time rc^turned to his native coun- 
' try, I feared for both.— —Hubert, 

* with an impatience and violence to me 
^ unaccountable, hafkily. interrupted me, 
*. by declaring that William muft ^avc 
^ perilhed ; and this delivered in a tone 
< and manner which indicated too plain- 



Earl of SALISBURY. J17 

* ly, that he felt a peculiar pleafure in 
;* this perfuafion. I was alarmed 5 1 cauti- 

* oufly avoided all farther explanation, 
. ^ and coldly aflented to his c^inion : 

* but Hubert, naturally jealous, and 
/ pradifed in the arts and policy gf 

* courts,' fufpefled my filence. -He was 

* fenfible that I had fupprcfled fome part 

* of my ftory : he treated me with dif- 

* tance and refejve, and iny fuit /ped 

* but coldly. Frequently did I remind 
'' *' him of the royal promife T had receiv- 
* * ed, and urged hini to iffue the orders 
' * neceflary for enabling me, to feek the 

* pirate. I was long tortured with de- 

* lays, 'till, quite wearied out by the 

* infincerity of a mihifter^ who inter- 

* pofed like a baleful cloud between me 

* and the favour of his prince, I fought 

* a convenient hour, and once more 
I kneeled to young Henry. He graci- 

I 3 ' * cioufly 
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cioufly dit-e<9ted me to repair to the 
Cbart without farther delay, and at the 
fame time commanded that a veffel 
fliould be there prepared, ready to re- 
ceive and to acknowledge me com man- 
den 1 feoWed, arid kiifed thfc royal hands : 

I collefted my attendants : 1 met 

Lord William/ '/ * ' 

« Ina,ha^py iiour!' i'ef>Hedthe Earl: 

* tutj.gchtre Lord, be not diverted 

from thy purpofe : hafte thou to the coaft, 
Llhall but viiit my caftle, and'ftraight 
follow thee, if happily we may yet 
recover bi^r noble friehd. Jacqueline 
fhall receive us at our joyful return, 
and thank thee for her father.* 



SECT. Ill- 
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€H AIJVI.GNY prepared to anfwer,, 
. . when tl>eir conference was fudden- 
iy interrupted by the approach of a ftran- 
ger, who, with gentle alpc£t and deports 
ment, addrcfled himfelf to Sali(bul-y, and 
Juodly congrs^tulatedr his .faf§ return to 
JEi^gla^nd. The Ei^arl .beheld him wid^ 
furpf if^ tjemp^ered with due.cavirtdy^ and, 
e*re he could, demand his hanx^, the 
ftrariger obferved with earncAnef§ that 
the dampy fhacjes of night were apr 
p.roachin^' faft,i and pointing to a fair 
dwelling, which lay at fomefmall diftancc, 
invite4 the Lords to accept of refidence 
and refrefhment. under his roof, *tiU 
morning. ' There/ faidhe, * fhallypur 
' retinue be alfo entertained; and there 
* Ihall Lord William receive fome pleaf- 
I 4 « ing 



I20 L O N G S W OR D, 

* ing intelligence from the cjdHc of Sa- 

* lifbury.* — Without farther hefitation 
or enquiry, the Earl joyfully accepted 
this invitation, and, prefling fonvard a$ 
his holl direfted, entefcd a gdodly hall, 
which fepmed decked and prepared for 
liis holpitablfe reception.' 

* * Little did this Lord cOnceivie of the 
iianger which no^ awaited him; of the 
defperate purpofes of Raymond arid his 
affociates, and the fecret malignity of 
Hubert, who for fotne time had enter- 
tained a dcfign agarnft his life, and hefi- 
tatcd only abbiit the'means of execution* 
Confcious of the vengeance due to his own 
bafenefs and.falfehpod, and firmly deter- 
mined to prevent it,' he revolved many 
different fchemes of deftroying Earl Wil- 
liam either' by force or fraud. In the 
midft of fuch bloody thoughts he -was 

furprifed 
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ftirprifed by the arrival of a xncfienger' 
from Lord Raymond, who defifed a 
private conference: Raymond and hiaf 
wicked minion had for fome time been 
perplexed and confounded. The intelli- 
gence of the three Englifh men (whom 
they ftill kept under reftraint) was clear 
and explicit : they adhered invariably to 
their firft account, and frequently re- 
peated their declarations with an inge- 
nuous appearance of truth, wondering 
that their Lord was not yet arrived. On 
the other hand, Salifbury did not appear ; 
no farther intelligence was received, no 
difcoveries made by thofe lent out to 
watch his approach. In this fufpence 
and uncertainty, Raymond, whofe mind 
was too violently agitated to'fuggeft any 
calm and deliberate counfels, and Grey, 
whofe wiles feemed to be at length ex- 
liauftcd, concurred in the expediency of 

dif- 
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4ifpatchiag an emifliuy to Lord Hubisrt^ 
fo inform him of their fituation, ai^d ta 
4efire his diredion^ Reginhald was apr 
pointed for this purpofe, and recom- 
mended as a perfon in whom Hubert 
fdight confidci The Monk now ap- . 
peared before him, and delivered his 
JjBtters 5 (having already received the 
dreadful intelligence that William was 
now fafe in the town of Marlborough.) 
The piercing eye of Hubert, long ufed to 
fcan the countenances of men, and there 
to read their thoughts, narrowly furveyed 
the alpedt of Reginhald, and formed too 
jaft conceptions of his temper and difpo- 
fition. He enquired particularly into 
the. meafures his nephew had purfued ; 
and the Monk anfwered to his queftions 
in fuch a manner as admitted Hubert 
to a thorough knowledge of his wicked 
heart. Fully perfuaded that he now had a 

pror 
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proper inftrument of his deadly purpo(e,hc 
difmiflred the Monk for a while, and ap(- 
ipolnted an hbur for a fecond conference 

The dark defign he now meditated 
required ftill fome farther alfiftance. A 
man there was at this time attendant on 
the court, whom the crafty minifter hi^ 
frequently made the agent of his oppref- 
iion and injuftice. He had often- times 
fent him out tb harrafi the land by'fe- 
vere and fraudulent exaftions, and ha4 
fuffered him to be eilriched by a fhare 
of the fpoil. Tyrrel (fo was he named) 
lived but by the favour of Hubert, who 
referred him for his wicked purpofcs ; 
yet might at once take away his life wit;h 
a fair femblance of public judice, fhoukl 
he at any time rebel againil his fovereign 
pleafure. This man was now fummoned 
before him-, and, with a brow of care 

. and 
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suid anxiety, as if ' foipc defign of mo- 
meat poffcffed his mind, Hubert com; 
anandcd him inftaatly to repair to his 
houfe, which lay near the road Lord 
William was to take, to' invite this 
-Lord -, to entertain him with all hofpi- 
table rites -, and, in fome other matters 
which Ihould hereafter be ^ explained 
more fully, to fubmit entirely to the 
guidance of a Monk whom he fhould 
fpcdily fend to him, and whom Ke . was 
alfo £0 entertain. Tyrrel was alarmed at 
this myfterious language : he knew the 
delperate unrelenting fpirit of his mat- 
ter, and fufpefted that fome bloody de- 
fign was now to be executed -, and thgt 
his houfe was to be the fatal fcene of 
violence or treachery. He trembled and 
hefitated, for he was not yet confummatc 
in villainy : but Hubert thundered in his 
cars the moft terrible denunciations of yen - 

geancc 
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geance and utter dcftruftion, (hould he be- 
tray the leaft reluftance, the fmalleftdcfeft 
of zeal and alacrity in executing his orders. 
Tyrrcl bowed before him with a flavifli 
fubmilSon, and promifcd full obedience. 

Still he bid to pradife with Reginh- 
hald ; but here he expeftcd^ and indeed 
found an eafy taflc. The Monk was 
again fummoned to his prefence. The 
diftin£lidn and apparent confidence with 
which he was treated, ierved to intoxi- 
cate his bafe mind, and to prepare him 
for fome deed of violence or mifchief: 
Hubert artfully commended his fideli- 
ty, and promifed to reward it, but la- 
mented the danger in which Raymond 
and all his adherents were now to be in- 
volved. Lord William, he obferved^ 
muft foon reach his caftle v the ihame of 
disappointment and the violence of ha- 
tred 
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trcd and revenge rauft foon fall on Rajr- 
mond; and the zeal of his faithful 
iriends muft appear odious and criminal. 
Then, with well-affeded perplexity and 
tcrmr addreffing himfelf earneftly to the 
Monk, he defired his fage counfel in this 
dangerous emergency. JReginhald, with 
an awkward and abjed abafement, de- 
clared that he was totally unable to ad- 
vife, but ready to follow the diredlidns of 
Lord Hubert with implicit fubmiffion. 
The fubtle courtier feized him by the 
hand, applauded his zeal, lavifhed the 
* ampleft promifes upon him. • Be bold,* 
faid he, * and be happy. — There is but 

* one way — Let us prevent the attempts 

* of our common enemy — by deftroy- 

* ing him.' — Reginhald took fire at this 
propofal : he at once freely offered him- 
felf to be the agent, and feemed impa- 
tient to learn the means of executing a 

defign 
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:fign ib fuitcd to a heaft that nevir felt 
jtnanity or remorfe* 

Hubert haftily produced a phial filled 

ith a deadly poifon. * Behold/ iaid he, 

the fure means o£ deftroying our ener 

my. Let it be thy care to prefent 

Lord William with this fatal draught, 

and name the. reward of fo great a 

fervice.' — —And now he proceeded 

o explain his fell purpofe to the Monk 

nore particularly* He difmiiTed hkn 

ally inftruAed, and impatient for the 

execution. Reginald was received by 

:he abjeft creature of Hubert, and in- 

/efted with abfolute authority pvpr his 

domeftics ; Tyrrel watched the approach 

3f Lord WiUiam ; this Lord accepted 

his infidioips invitation ; and the Monk 

was brought before him, as a perfon from 

whom ht w*s tQ receive., fpp^ particular 

in- 



izS L O N G S W O R D/. 

intelligence of his Countefs, The Earl 
was earneft in his enquiries, an^ Regin« 
hald prompt in his falfe afTurances. He 
declared (as he had been intruded by 
Hubert) that he liad for feme time refid- 
cd in the caftle of Salilbury, employed iii 
iadminiftring ipiritual coniblacion to a do« 
mcftic of the Countefs v that he liad fre"- 
•qyently feen this Lady, been witnefs oF 
the melancholy of her widowed ftate; 
and of the affeftion with which Ihe chc- 
rilhed the tnemory of her Lord. A 
fuitor indeed had vifited her ; but (he 
had obftinately (hut her ears againft all 
his foUicitations ; and Lord Raymond 
was long fince retired in defp^r. 

Thefe ftudied falfehoods had all the 
tfkSt for which they -mccc intended. 
The heart of William was dilated with 
joy : he embraced his friends vfith that 

wacmth 
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rmthof afeftioh which luddcn good 
tuH« naturally excites: then, turning 
dn to Regioehaid;^ repeated 1»» eager 
3|[uirie8 about hte v^ife, his fon^ feis 
ufe ; and received fuch lUiisrers as conf- 
ined his joy^ He now ^cmtly con- 
ouied his own n&t fu^icioiis ^ d^e 
iu])te£i; his love was t«doubled \ h€ 
Ls itnpatient to receive her in bis 
ms ; and all the lively imprtflions of dc- 
jht and fatisfaftion which' he felt were 
immnnicated to his friends. Chauvigny 
nbraced him in joyful congratulation j 
andolph forgot his fufpicions, and wore 
face of fercnity and pleafure. A gc- 
srous repaft was prepared, and the 
oard was graced with the moft enliven- 
i fotlal feftivity. The falfe hoft knew 
dl well the dreadful purpofc now to be 
jcecutfcd, and dared not oppofe, though 
e fhuddered at the thought of it. To 
Vol. II. K Reginhald 
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Reginhaid he rcfigned the abfolute com« 
mand of his domeftics. The wicked 
Monk was officioufly attentive to oblige 
Lord Saliibury •, eager to promote the 
joy of the table, but lefs intent on ihar- 
ing in this joy, than in providing for the 
guefts. He had now mixed the fatal 
draught, and faw the poifoned bowl 
in the hand of an attendant, ready to be 
delivered to Lord William- He ftood 
unnoticed, in a diftant part of the hall % 
his heart panting, his limbs trembling, 
and his haggard eyes fixed upon the Earl. 
He faw him receive the bowl; he retir- 
ed towards the entrance of the hall ; he 
heard him falute his hoft and his afibci- 
ates; he turned, and faw him raife 
the poifon towards his head.— ^In that 
inftant he ruftied impetuoufly out, re- 
gardlefs of thofc who were entering with 
equal hafte ; mounted his horfe, which 

ftood 
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tood prepared hy his appointment, and, 
n an extravagance of horrid and iftalig- 
lantjoy, fled to Lord Raymond with the 
fnportant- news that the Earl of Salif- 
>ury was no more. ' 

The joy of Raymond was wild and 
extravagant. With eyes all on fire, 
md accents faultering with impatience 
md emotion, he demanded the particulars 
)f this. furpriftng intelligence; and the 
liamelefs^ and: abandoned wickednefs of 
Reginhald fcrupled not to declare the 
whole of his adventures fince:hisiate de- 
parture from the caftle, » He was heard 
with eagerneis amd. anxiety.. At the 
mention of ^oifon Raymond trembled;' 
the blood fotibok his cheeks, and his 
brow .befpoke hoiror and conftcrnation : 
but Grey laboured to quiet his dilbrder- 
cd fpirit, by obferving, that he had ta- 
K 2 ken 
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9.nd krevQcable ; tb^t^ noar, lxeh94 twt 
j;p ooofider how t^ ^^niprpve this eveot 
to his own advantage^ to the laterefts of 
his love and fortune* The wretch wb<^ 
hath once deviated from the paths of geod- 
faye&»: i$ eaiUy recondk<$ to the hosr4)RS of 
his pcogrqfs in iniquit^r* The thoi^t) of 
this Lord were i/boa tvroed to the %eDer* 
i^g i^pfpf^^^ of happmt^ which w/ew 
prefeiMed to his iimgination r his firft 
emotions of joy andtriiim;:^ returned ; he 
cpmnciended the zeal and daring fpirit df 
Reginhald ; and Grey joined in the ap^ 
pUuie^ akhough his wicked heart ieaetly 
cepined at the fliare which his brothfit 
flight aow boaii:^ in advaofiog the de** 
figns;fif Lord Raymond; and envied 
the vaft rewards which hia &nri$es might 
juftly daiou 

Rayi 
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Kaymbn J Wasf now ftiHy f erfaadid that 
mi hi^ wiflics were fpcfe*^ to te crown- 
ed with fuccfefe; that futare difRculties 
woialtf graJcfirt% vaWMh. Tri My prefcnt 
•ft«c df dftrftatiDA fit fofgo* tA^ obftinacy 
^Ith' wkkh iSkt Gouprtefe h»J Hitft^f tb op- 
pthkd b^ defies, anc^ flattei^ himfelF 
^ith a^ feiipfeli that Jt Irttte tirtie; together 
with a foil and dear affuraitce 6f the 
death of Sdiftmry, would prevail on her 
to liftcrt txtott fatburably to M^ fliif. For 
a Whifc he ttfdfve&td fofpend hiii fbllid- 
eations^; btit<, as- tfie'profpe(ft of^ fdcceft 
fcired! to* inflami^ hfe paflfon, he obfti- 
natefjr adhtfred* id fife rcfo&ition of pof- 
Ifelfing thts proud tady, anil even of 
recufring once mofe to violence; if vio- 
fcncc fhotild* fee Aecetfafy- Wkh ah af- 
ftftt* lenhjr and gCTert)fity he ordei-edf 
die three fbHbwers' of WTllkm to be dif- 
miflfed, when he had' firfr fevctely' repro- 
K 3 ved 
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ved them, fbrprefuming Co difturb the 
minds of hU friends hy falfe intelligence. 
They returned towards the hoirfe of Ran- 
dolph, ftill wondering at the delay of their 
Lord, and impatient to acquaint ^im 
with thofe important tidings, which the 
unhappy Ofwald had found means of giv- 
ing theni in their confinement, i>ptwith^ 
ftanding the vigilance ;qf their guards .' . 

Nor did thefe late extraordinary events, 
which had engaged . all . the atteation of 
Raymond and his creatures, fail to excite 
the. wonder and expeftation of the Coun- 
tefs. They had fu^ended her perfecution, 
and now gave her Icifure to indulge her 
hopes of relief , and deliverance. Such 
hopes fhe had not yet refigned, though 
tormented with delay and painful difap- 
pointment. Some fears indeed fometimes 
arofe, to cloud the pleafing thoughts flic. 

was 
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s ftudious to entertain : yet when (he 
lefled how abruptly Raymond had 
ireated from his wicked purpofe of for-* 
bly poITefling himfelf pf her bed* under 
c pretence of a nupdal ceremony ^ when 
LC confidered the appearances of commo- 
on and diforder which were evidently 
ifcoverable in the caftle ; (he ieemed to 
ave good reafons to perfuade herfelf; 
hat fome intelligence muft have been re« 
eived, equally favourable to her, and 
;onfounding to her opprc|(ibr« She ex*: 
)e£ked every moment to hear of thevigo-i 
ous and efiedlual interpofition of fome 
friends to aiTert her jufl rights, and to re« 
deem her from her prefent captivity 1 
yet did (he frequendy lament to her. 
jfaithful attendant, that her refcue was fo 
long delayed. Whatever confolation Eli- 
nor could give, was now difiembled and 
conftraincd} for Ofwald had been enabled 
K 4 to 
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to contey to his fifter; the feizii^ o# 
young WiUiat^ and his o\m feturn and 
eoofiiMment. She was buc too well wc-^ 
qiiaifited with the violence of Ela, tco 
much alarmed with the dread of ber re^ 
kipfing into ber former malady, €o €»^ 
iruft this fatal intelligenoe to her ear# 
With a heart opprefied with grief afi4 
ft rror, (be affumed the afpc& ^ eafe and 
&nmy. When the Countefs exprdied 
her fears;, a Hgh fOhfMtime$ efcaped from 
the act^ndaACv biu k feemed the figh 
of friendly fyift^athy : and, in her mOf 
0Knts of pleaflng thoughts and expeda-* 
(ions, Etinor had ever at command^fome 
general expreflions Of comfort, tomt ttUx^ 
ftots of piotfs confidence in the great pro* 
U6bor of innocencejtd brighten the dawrt 
of hope v^hich arofe within her gentte 
tniflrefs, Bot fhe was foon la be un^ 

dfe- 
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decayed ; too foon was her heart to 
tit pitmd ^tth tbe m^ 4read^ £}d. 



Eftd oithe fifth book. 
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BOOK VL 

SECT. I. 

TH E two brothers, who had proved 
fuch zealous agents in oppreffion 
and cruelty, were once again to aggravate 
the diftreffes of the Countcfs, The dif- 
content and envy which Grey had con- 
ceived towards Reginhald fince his lafl: 
arrival, and which he was not fhidious to 
conceal, together with the infolence and 
prefumption of this Monk, founded on 
the opinion of his great fervices, produced 
mutual coldnefs and contempt in their 
wicked hearts, and threatened to diilblve 
their iniquitous union. A new and un^ 

expeded 
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exptfled incident. now ^ferved to light up 

their animofity. ^ • 

SoniQ enormities of Reginhald had late* 
ly been difcovered in the monaftery, too 
great.to.be concealed or palliated. A 
country maiden had been feduced to a 
compliance with his fenfiaal defires. , He 
had for fome time; confprted with her, 
'till by dagrees his brufal paflioa grew 
fated, and required fome new objeft. He 
fixed his lafciviousi eyes yppn .the con^ 
cubioe of one of his a/Iociajt^s in revelliogt 
and made fome attempts to pdfiUs her ; 
which had provoked, her, paramour to ut^ 
ter the molt violent menaces againft the 
Monk. To appeafe his refentment,. RC7 
ginhald bafely propofed to give him up 
the unhappy vidtim of his own lewdnefs. 
The man was not yet fo abandoned to all 
ienie of virtue, as not to feel the utmoft 

ab- 
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at^horr^nce ftt tih ioftance of tranfcon^ 
dent villainy. Lefs fccupulous. to. ao- 
knowledge his own fhame, as he was not 
rfihecleffcal order, and too violently 
^6vdfeed dgatnft the' Monk to admit afty 
Aought of reconciliation;, he only waited 
§0 j^roeore ftfchf proofs as might eonfimi 
hHi infbrma'dow 5 tfien feiad the moment 
isf itlginhaidTd abfertce, produced the 
wretchttd Wom«n he' had' corrupted, ais Well 
as her ke had aft6{t)pted, and wotrnded the 
ears of the i^yereffid firtiterhity wit A a fuH 
def^S&tm^ <>f iSteSt kicked brother: thi 
wbttlecioltef i^^ irtffamly filled with for- 
ffm kfldMKj^tSM. Every iriftarice of 
ttiltrage aihrf ?ffewirence which he had 
cMnmiHi^ ^ri tichift recalled to mind, 
arfd i»e^e«»d By cvcWy tongue. How* 
eftcii he hadf dtfftirbed or difgraced their 
rdig?oW' houfc, 1iO*as no'W freie/y toldj 
h6vr *ftcn his itioffshfivt brcthrevr had 

been 



ken e^poM <^ i^ kifole^oce oc malice ^ 
ik>w oftefi h\$ "bie^y rebels had beeii 
j)roloxigpci> *liB> ro^Jfoi Jby the mattin- 
bello h^ bad intxed rkis debauchery wkir 
)i«ir early devotions* It was at length, 
fefohred bo &nd a deputation td the caftle 
ef SaJHbiiry to demaiid that Reginhald 
Aouldbe feht bapk to ii^ iiKmaftery, 
^ere to hear fais accuf<^rS) and to fuifer 
die ptnufhtnenc due m iiis ftccumuiated 
bafeneis. 

The perlbhf ^Jotriifted with this com-^ 
miffion were now aijivcd. The Monfc 
was niade acquainted wi'th the purpofe 
ef their coming, and affcftcd to treat 
them with defiance and contempt, al- 
thoujgh he was too confcious of his guilt 
not to feel the moft violent fccret emo- 
ifons of terror. He fought his brother, 
and demanded his advice and afliftance in 

this 
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this cmergencyJ -Ol'hey chofe for their 
private confereircea garden belonging to 
the caftle, in which the Countefs had 
chiefly delighted in her happier- days, 
and jxrhich flie .;now Ibmetinies vifited, 
to refrelh her .harrafled mind. Grey 
liftened to the ftory of his brother's dan- 
ger, with a provoking coldnefr and in- 
fcnfibility. Reginhald rudely vaunted 
his important ferviccs to Hubert and 
Raymond, and feemed to expe^, as his 
juft right, their full prote£tion in this his 
prefent difBculty: "Grey at length broke 
fdence by lamenting this fatal difcovery, 
which he induftrioufly represented, as in 
the higheft degree dangerous and terrible. 
The Monk could fcarcely reftrain his 
impatience, at the affedted air of fupe- 
riority which his brother aflpmed, and 
the infolenee of reproof and cenfure- 
which his wofds conveyed* Grey, as if 

ftill 
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ftill dcfirous to mortify him to the ut- 
moft, continued his difcourfc by obferv- 
ing with what zeal he had laboured to re- 
commend a man to the notice of Lord 
Raymond, who, he feared, muft now 
appear, in the general eye, as unworthy 
of the favour of this Lord, and that he 
himfelf ^muft ftiare in his difgrace.— 
^ Dog-! V exclaimed the Monk, flying 
fiirioufly upon his brother, who was a- 
larmed, and retired from his violence, 
which he endeavoured to allay, by haftily 
promifing his friendly interpofition with 
Lord Raymond. — ' Thy interpofition !* 
cried Reginhald ; ^ Am I to depend on 
< thee, thou caitiff? Is this my reward ? 

* Am I to fue to thee for the proteftion 

* of thy great friends ? Who was it that 

* faved them and their pernicious minion 
« from difgrace and ruin ? Thou, indeed, 

* couldft ftcal away frpm fanftuary the 

* infant 



f inhMt htit of SaVcfbctry : but t^s wit$ 

* the daring hm4 \vblcfe pfi^fented tho 

* j^t^ draught to tfee futh^/— ^H^Q * 
bud ^ni pkrcing &riek Iwokc off their 
dife^ude, Ei^ and hpr k\^ mtoidml 
had taken (heir feat, «iaiH>t|ce4» m m 
adjoining bower^ and heard the laft paf-^ 
iioaate exclamations of the Monk. Tln^ 
emotion of the Countefs was too great 
to he fuppreffcd* The brothers ftarted^ 
were confounded, and haflily feparated i 
whilfi: Elinor fled with frantic ijpeed tOf 
fummon afliftance to her miftrcis. 

She was focm conveyed to :her chan^ber^ 
aiid laid upon her couch, languid and 
fil«it. Elinor hung over feer with 
ftreaming eyes, and eVer and ai^n en- 
treated her to give vent to lierforrows j 
but they were too great for utteraneei 
Her eyes indeed wete fometimes raifed 

to 
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X0 heaven with all the cxpfcffipn of fi)f nt 
iflifyry, and then« again, gently clpftd. 
A8 if inviting the kind and healing hand 
tpf death to cover them in eternal dark- 
Def^ But no complaints did ihe breathe^ 
no exclAPifttjons of angiiifh did (he utter^ 
At length her frame Teamed convulfedt 
and violently agitated : a tprrent pf t^ars 
poured down her lovely <;heeks, and 
Elinor conceived fome hope^ that her 
jgreat foul wa$ now AruggUng to (hak^ 
pff the intolerable weight of forrow. Bv|t 
the calm yrhWh fpcceeded was the calni 
■of infenfibilky { ihe gazed round her 
with a vacant eye^ and all her nobl^nefs 
gf nature feemed irrecoverably loA in 
Xcnfclcfj melancholy. 

The diforder of her apartment ha^ 

reached the ears of Raymonds and) in 

the violence of furprife and anxiety, l^c 

Vol. 1L L once 
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once again ruftied into her prefence. 
—With all the bitternefs of remorfe, he 
viewed the majeftic ruins of exalted 
beauty and greatnefs, the fatal efFeft of his 
lawlefs paflions. His haughty foul melt- 
ed into pity : he demanded the caufe 
of her diforder, and received from Eli- 
nor a difl:in6t account of the horrid dif- 
courfe to which her unhappy Lady had 
been witnefs. All the train of dreadful 
paffions that attend on detedled guilt, 
tore the heart of Raymond with their 
united tortures. He ftarted, and wildly 
traverfed the chamber: he paufed; bent 
his eyes again upon the Countefs ; then, 
turning fuddenly from the afflifting ob- 
je6t, uttered terrible execrations upon 
himfelf and his vile feducers. He fell 
upon his knees, and, addreffing himfelf 
to Ela, as if (he were fenfible of his dif- 
courfe, he paflionately vowed to reftore 

her 
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•herfon to hetarmis, and inftantly to a- 
-bandon her caftle, — Again, rifi^g fud- 
dcnly, and iffuing forth with wild preci- 
pitation, he called loudly for Grey; 
who appeared before him. trembling, 

• and, to prevent his rage, began with 
curfing the brutal violence of Regin- 
hald. — * Bid my Xnights prepare,* faid 
RaymondiMet my retinue Hand ready 
' before the gates : — we muft depart.'—. 
The countenance of his creature cxpref- 
fed furprife and difatisfa<5tion. — ' No ex- 

* poftulation ! none of thy damned arts ! 

* — Where haft thou beftowed the fon 

* of this unhappy woman ? See that he 

* be inftantly conveyed back^ to her 

* caftle. Do it, flave, or woe upon thy 

• * head! Hafte! — anfwerme not. — Give 
' out my orders for departure/ ■ ■ 
Then, once more entering the chamber 
of the Countcfs, .with all the remorfe 

L 2 and 
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and anguifti of a man at length awaken- 
ed to a fenfc of his unjuft mifguidcd con*- 
duft, when it was now too late to bo- 
correftedor repaired ; he gazed diftraftedly 
upon her, and with a deep and difmal 
groan pronounced a folemn farewell. 
Then turning quickly upon Elinor, who 
wept by his fide : * Speak to her,* fsud 
he; ^ ihe difdains, and juftly, to hold 
converfe with a villain.. Say, that her 
peciecutioD is now ended. Tell her I 
knew not, I contrived not the murder 
of her hufband. Let her pronoiince 
hLs doom, and the officious flave thae 
a&ed the foul deed fliall die. Her fon 
lives, and (hall yet be happy in her 
embraces.— Hear me, woman! Tell her 
I am gone : gone^ never more to tor* 
ment the weak, unfriended* 'folkary 
widow. — Yes 1 thofc cheeks are yet 
lovely s that form ftiil noble. But 

• what 
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« what of that ? For me ! for me could 

• heaven havcf refcrvcd {o rich a trea- 

• fure? Horrid prcfumption !• — Elinor 
kneeled before him, petitioned with all 
humility for the enlargement of her bro* 
ther, and that, to alTift her in the necef- 
fary attendance of the unhappy Countefs, 
he might be ordered to refide for fome 

time in the cattle. • Curfed cattle, 

tried Raymond j • curfed be the hour 
^ in which I fifft entered thefe fatal walls t 

• And for ever curfed be the flaves whQ 

• forced me, againft my better rcafon, to 

• perfevere in cruelty,* ■ ■■ 

In the midttof this frenzy, he was fur- 
prifcd into fome degree of compofure, 
by the appearance of a ftranger, who,: 
forcing his way violently into the apart* 
ment, approached towards the Countefs, 
with an air and afpedt of affe^ion and 
L 3 revc- 
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reverence. He accofted her, without 
defigning to call a look upon Lord Ray- 
mond ; and foon perceived the wretched 
ftate to which fhe was reduced. ^ What !* 
cried he, ' no car for joy and comfort ! 

* no voice to greet the arrival of an 
' old faithful fervant!* — Raymond^ ad- 

• vancing with a ftern and haughty frown, 
demanded to know who he was, and 
what the caufe of this bold unmannered 
intrufion. * ' Queftion thy own bafe 
' hinds,' faid he, ' who dared to forbid 
^ my approach. — Nay, let thy weapon 

* reft i I have a fword as keen, and an 

* arm as brave as thine.*— Raymond 
here atterhpted to fummon his attend- 
ants. — ' Beware, proud Lord, continued 
the ftranger ; ' poor as I am, fingle as I 

* am in the midft of thy creatures, I 
' fear not the power of Lord Raymond. 

* The leaft violence done to this perfon 

' would 



c 
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* would be inftantly repaid with ten-fold 
' vengeance. If this noble dame hath 

* been reduced to her prefent ftate of 
' mifery by thee — hear, and tremble. 

Thy ufurped authority is expired : I 

* am the harbinger of Earl William. 

* Yes ! thou haft caufe to tremble : my 
' Lord, my gracious mafter, the prince- 

* ly Salift)ury, approaches, and, before 
' the clofe of day, fhall refume his 
' rightful power and authority within 
' thefe walls.' — Here, Elinor, who had 
liftened in amazement, fell fuddenly on 
her knees, returned thanks to heaven 
with the moft rapturous devotion, and 
called paflionately upon her miftrefs to 
hear the joyful tidings ; but was ^nfwer* 
ed only by a deep and heart-felt figh. 



The foul of Raymond was harrowed 

with confternation. He ftood fpeechlefs 

L 4 and 
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ahd m*tionlefs, ahd fuffercd the ftrailgcr 
to depart without faf ther qiieftioh. He 
^und hiiiiielf on the brow of a fatal 
precipice, whither he had been fatally 
miflcd by the wickednefs of his flatterers, 
and now was prevented from retreating. 
Jfufticc followed clofc upon him, and 
vengeahce was ready to pufh him head- 
long down. After an hideous paufe of 
difmay, he rulhed out, and once more 
called furioufty for Grey : but Grey had 
heard the ifatal intelligence, and hid him- 
felf from the fury of his Lord, which 
echoed loudly through the halls. The 
attendants were coUefted round him, 
whom he ordered inftantly to prepare 
for their ^departure, and to retire from 
this accurfed place. He loudly and fre- . 
quently cried out, "^ To horfe !* ftill 
ranging madly through the caftlein fearch 
of Grey. In this ftate of diftraAion he 

chanced 
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changed to efpy the Monk, who trem- 
bled arid fhfunk from him, in abjcft 
terror. * Traitor! cried Raymond, fciz- 
ing him by the throat, 'thy falfehood 

* hath done this. Thou haft liftened to 

* mine enemies, and been their agent td 
' abufe me by thy falfehoods, to deceive 

* and deftroy me : but thou at leaft {halt 
' feel my vengeance.* Reginhald fell at 
his feet, and would have expoftulated ^ 
but the Ilorm in the breaft of Raymond 
was too violent to be allayed by his fub* 
millions. The unhappy Lord, fully per- 
fuaded that the Monk had purpofedly 
framed a tale to lull him into falfe iecu^ 
rity, called to his followers, and com-i 
manded theni to hang up the traitor^ 

* There,' faid he, fternly repeating hia 
commahd, and pointing to a large oak 
which ftood in view, near the caftlc- 
walls •, * there let mc fee my fcntcne^ 

* executed 
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* executed without delay.* And with- 
out delay did they proceed to execute 
this dreadful fentence. The wicked 
Reginhald, condemned by the man for 
whom he had proceeded to fuch enormous 
guilt, was led away, in vain imploring mer- 
cy, urging the unmerited leverity of his 
fate, and gnafliing his teeth in rage and 
defpair. Grey, from his place of conceal- 
ment, was terrified with the view of his 
brother in the agonies of death, and tor- 
tured with the fear of becoming the next 
vidlim to the diftrafted violence of Ray- 
mond. 



SECT. II. 

'Tp^H E dreadful intelligence, now re- 

-*" ceived, was fpeedily and fatally 

confirmed to thefe wicked intruders. 

Heaven 
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Heaven had gracioufly watched over the 
Earl of Salifbury, and, with a wonderful 
hand, refcued him from the brink of 
deftrudion. Juft in that moment when 
the cup, poifoncd by the Monk, .had 
reached and v/et his lips, a fudden excla- 
mation from Chauvignyfurprifed and dif- 
compofcd him. He ftarted and with- 
drew the fatal draught. The noife was 
loud in the hall, and the croud encreaf- 
cd : his eyes quickly encountered Les 
Roches ruftiing eagerly forward : the cup 
fell from his hand, and he preft on with 
equal ardor to meet the embraces of his 
long-loft friend. They clung together 
in that tumult of joy which knows no 
words : and, when at length Les Roches 
found kifure to turn to Chauvigny, the 
gentle youth, preffing him ^arneftly in 
his arms, compleated his happinefs, by 
exclaiming, that Jacqueline too was fafe. 

Nature 
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Nature too'wascxhatiftcd by thcfe violent 
tttiotioMj ftnd Les Roches funk down 
upon a feat, breathlefs and filent. Again 
recovering, he eaft hii eyes round, and 
furveyed the well*known countenances 
6f his followers and ailbciates, the at« 
tendants of Chauvigny, and fome of the 
brave foldiers of Lord William. Ho 
ftarted up, and preffed the hands of each : 
then &gain^ turning to his two noble 
friends, again he gased upon them with 
eager joy, and again they renewed their 
embraces. * Now,' iaid the Earl, * I 
< Aiall indeed return home in triumph : 
• ft6w are a}l my toils,, my terrors and 
^ dangers, amply recompenfed/ Ihen, 
reAiming his feat at the tabl^, he invited 
Les Roches td Ihare in their repaft, «md 
to allow fome indulgence and refrefh* 
ment to his fatigue. — * And haft thou, 
^ indeed, prcfcrvcd my daughter?* cried 

the 
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the Frenchman. * Let me fee her ! let 

* her father take the dear treafurc to hk 

* arms ! Is ihe well ? I3 (be at hand ?*-^ 
^ Safely beftowed under the hofpitablc 

* roof of this good Knight/ replied 
William^ and pointed to Randolph. 

* The npble maid fliall ftraight be fpnv- 
^ moned to meet thee, and foon ihaU 

* (he Iharc thy joy/—* Thanks to the 
< eternal goodncfs !' replied Les Rochets 

* that goodnefs which hath been pleafe4 

* to umite us to each other by mutual 

* and repeated offices of friendihip. Lol 
^ for my daughter, I prefent thee with 
' a gift as precious/ Then beckoning 
to one of his followers, who had enter- 
ed with him, the man retired, and foon 
returned, leading young William in his 
hand, who flew to his father with tears 
of infant joy. The fUlooiftiment of the 
Earl couU fcarcely allow him leifure to 

retuni 
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return the fond endearments of his fon. 
He looked wildly on his friend, and 
fcemed to demand an explanation of this 
wonder. * Yes/ faid Les Roches, 
' thou doft embrace thy fon, refcued 
•* from danger, perhaps from deftruc- 
'« tion. — But be calm. Thou fhalt be 

* fatisfied. Hear then the ftory of my 

* fortunes, fince I was laft feparated 

* from thee, my deareft Chauvigny. A 

* few words will relate it all. 

' Thou haft already heard (Lord Wil- 

< liam) how much I am indebted to this 

* noble youth. He hath informed thee, 
« no doubt, of our preparations for feek- 
' ing thee in England, and of our ad- 

* venture with the pirate who attempted 
' ^ to feize our veffel ; little fufpefting 

* that ftrength and defperate refolution 

< which foon taught him to confult his 

* fafety 
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fafcty by a precipitate flight. Juft 
in that inftant when the fwellirig wa- 
ters had feparated our fhips, and our 
enemies were crouding their lails to 
efcape from that force which they had 
rafhly provoked, their captain had been 
borne down by the prefs, and lay at 
the feet of one of our brave followers, 
whofe fword was now ready to defcend 
with fury upon his head. But I Hop- 
ed his arm ; and, perceiving our fitu- 
ation, that we were unfeconded, and 
now furrounded by our enemies, I 
deemed it madnefs to provoke them by 
any farther rcfiftance. I yielded my- 
felf a prifoner •, and the few who had 
leaped on board with me, foon fol- 
lowed my example. At firft, the at- 
tention of our enemies was wholly en- 
gaged on fecuring their efcape. When 
they had left our veffcl at fufficient 

* diftance. 
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< diftancc, their cupuin accoftcd me, 

* and» with a gloomy courtefy, thanked 
« me for refcuing him from his danger, 

* I anfwered, that, as he had expcri- 

* enced our valour, and, when we ftill 

* might have fold our liberties at a dear- 

< er rate, we had declined the efibfion 
^ of blood, I hoped he would treat us 

* nobly. He demanded to know whd 

* we were, ajid whiit our purpofe. He 

* had taken us, he laid, for merchants ; 
' that, as he approached, ourimmbers 
^ and appearance had alarmed his peo- 

* pie ; but, as we had made every At- 

* tempt in our power to avoid him, he 

* was encouraged to perfevcrc ip his de- 
^ fign of attacking us : that he him- 
^ felf lived by plunder, and he fufped- 
^ ed, that we were engaged in the iame 
-* purfuit. — If fo. we might unite Qur 
« force with his^ and ihare his fortunes. 
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* T6 convince him of his miftake^ I 

* informed him freely of my country^ 

* my condition, dnd my dcftination^ 

* earneftly conjuring him to rcftorfc me 
•* to my companions, and promifihg th? 

* mod ample rewards for a fcrvice fo 

* important. '' Let me but once re-r 
*• gain my countrymen," faid I, ** and 
** they fliall enrich thee with* fuch ^ 
•' ranfom, as fliall exceed thy wiflies." 

* But not all my pfornifcs coulcf prevail 

* upon the pirate again to feek our ihip. 

* He had experienced our force, and 

* dreaded a levere revenge for his at- 

* tempt. ' Yet rriy repeated follicications 

* at length fo far prevailed, that, after 

* fome time ineffeftually roving in fearch 
^ of prey, he propofcd to keep three 

* of my companions and itiyfelf on board, 

* to land the reft, with a fmaH number 

* of his own men, on the coaft of Eng- 

Vol. II. M * land, 
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* land» (as it was probable our fmnds 

* had fought this coaft) and that* if they 

* could regain them, and fend b^ck the 

< fiipuUted ranfom^ I fliould then be 

* free. I gladly embraced this proppfiiL 
•. The pirate fleered towards the land r 
^ the coaft was alarmed at the fight of 

* his vefTel : but, to prevent all oppo* 

* fition, we chofe the dead. hour o£ 
^ night^ and fent off* our men in a, boat, 

* which brought them .unnoQced to 

* fhore. They travelled for fame time^r 
' e're they had the good fortune tq find 

< thofc of our attendants whom Lord. 

* Chauvigny had left to treat for my U-. 

* berty. At length, however^ they wcra 

* found 5 and the men returned,. unmP^j 

* lefled^ with my ranfom.. To this I 

* added a rich jewel taken from my fin*. 
^ ger, which I prefented to the pirate^ 
^ in acknowledgment of my gratitude. 
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*^ I now haftened to join my friends, 
*' «hd from them I learned that Lord 
*^'Chauvigny had proceeded to the city 
^^ of Marlborough. I was earneft to fol- 
*' low him, but my fatigues demanded 

* fome refrefhment. ' I was cbndiifted to 
** the houfeof an inhabitant of the coaft, 

* who received me with all hofpitable 

* kindnefs.— Let us unite in adoring the 

* mvifible power that direfted my fteps 
** thither ! — The friendly repaft was pre- 

* paired for me ; nor were my followers 
^ licglefted. I was pleafed at the honeft 

* undefigning affedtion of my hoft, and 
^ taught to revere the generous people 
^ amongft whom fortune had now placed 
^ ine. At the hour of reft, I was cour- 

* teoufly condufted to my chamber, but 
^ my mind had been too long and too 
^violently agitated to admit rcpofe. I 

* revolved the dangers and diftrcfles I 

^ z ! had 
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* had experienced: I thought of the 

* great purpofe for which I had vifited 
« this country : I thought of my daugh- 

* ter and my friend : I fometimes in- 

* dulged my hopes of finding them^ 

* and, again, checked and condemned. 

* thefe flattering imaginations. Thus. 

* did I pafs the weary night, 'till, roufed 

* by a voice in the adjacent chamber, I. 

* liftened attentively, and heard my hofl^ 

* in earneft conference with his wife.. 
" I like not," faid he, " this mcflage 
" from the caftk. of Salifbury." * I, 

* ftarted at the name, and rcdoubkd my 
« attention. — " This boy is to be care-, 
«« fully guarded and concealed. But,. 
" wherefore ? Lord Hubert 13 to wed 
« the widow of the Earl. Why thpi\ 
** this concealment, unlefs he purpofe^ 
" to deftroy the young heir ? I know the 
« foul of Grey -, and, tho* he be my bro- 

<• ' rv !'ther^ 
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•« thcr, our fouls are not allied. I dread 
^* his temper. Nature formed him ftcrn 
•« and cruel ; nor do I doubt but that 
^* he may eafily be wrought upon to a£t 
«' a deed of blood. But fhall my hum- 
" ble dwelling be made the fcene of 
** murder, of an infant's murder?"—* 

* His wife here began to chide his jea- 

* lous fears ; but they fcemed to have 

* taken too deep root in his mind to be 

* eafily removed. " What, tho' myhoufe 
" Ihould not be made the place ofex- 
*' ecution?" faid this good man; "What, 
" though they ftiould not proceed to 
** the utmoft pitch of cruelty ? Theirpur- 
" pofe cannot be honeft, and lam made 

-*' their accomplice by concealing him.**— 

' ' I had heard enough ; and now I bu- 

' lily revolved this alarming difcourfe : 

Mi «< It 
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« It was evident that the fon of my pre^ 

*« fervcr was expofed to danger— pcr- 

♦« haps abandoned by his: widow— (paf- 

** don ?nc, Lord^William, ifmyfufpi- 

** cion was rafh and ungentle)— certain- 

** ly concealed for fome myfterious pur- 

« pofe- A ftranger feemcd to pity, ^and 

*^ to fear for him % What then became* 

'^ friendi? What was the part of Lrt 

« Roches? Were his father ftiU alive; 

*« Heaven had now enabled me to rcfkore 

" him to his arms : but, if he really hath 

« peri&ed, furcly it muft be my care td 

'* protf a and cherifli this boy, to form 

^ the unhappy orphan to honour and 

«* virtue, to make him worthy of his il- 

" luftriou« defcent, and enable hin>, in 

*' due tinne, to alfert his native rights.'* 

* — Thus I rcafoned ; and, rifing with 

* the «arly dawn, fummoned my fel- 

* iQwers, communicated this important 
) ' difcovcry, 
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* difcovcry, and defired their counfcl 
*. and aflSftance. They readily concurred 

* in the defign of refcuing the young 

* Lord from his prefent danger. By 

* their advice I waited the appearance 
^ of our hoft. I accofted him gently, 
^ and led him on to difcourfe of his fi- 
^ tuation, his condition, his friends and 
*• his country. He anfwered me with- 
*- out referve, 'till I at length men- 

* tioned the name of Earl William, and 
J* aikcd if he could inform me of the 

* fortunes of this Lord, and his noble 

* houfe. He ftarted, and anfwered, he- 

* fitating and confufed. I at once ftern- 
^ ly told him, I was no ftranger to the 
^ d^gns formed againft the young heir 

* of that houfe : that, as I had been a 

* friend to the father, I refolved to be a 

* proteftor to the fon^ who, I knew, 

* was concealed under this roof. If he 

M 4 • would 
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* would confent to give. him up peacca- 

* bly into my hands, the fervice (hould 
< be duly rewarded v if not — I had 
' force fufficient to refcue him frofli dan- 
' gen ' The man trembled, and, with- 
' out delay, refigned his charge into my 
' hands. — And now was my mind pof- 
« fefled with new fears and fcruples. 
' Methought I had been too ralh. A 
' mother's tendernefe, » perhaps> hath 
' concealed this boy, and, for a weigh- 
' ty caufe, no doubt. How then Ihall 
' the news of this violent removal af- 

* flift her foul ? What terrors mufl fhe 
'^feel ? Yet, ftill, upon mature refleftion, 

* I deemed it the fafeft CQurfe to convey 
« this youth to Marlborough, where I 
' hoped to gain fuch. intelligence as 

* might direft my future cpnduft. Thi- 

* ther we bent our courfe; and, near 

* this, place, did I receive thole joyful 

* tidings. 
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* tidings, which brought mc to deliver up 
^ my dear charge into his father's care/ 

" From my foul I thank thee,*' re- 
plied the Earl.~" Yet hath thytale re- 
f' newed fome doubts and fulpicions— 
*« but let fufpicions flecp till to-morrow.'* 
Then, ftarting up earneftly, he afked 
with a loud voice, " Who of my 
^' brave followers will undertake the 
** charge of repairing inftantly to Corn- 
*« wall, bearing to the fair Jacqueline 
*' the chearing news of her father's ar- 
" rival, and conveying her to.my caf- 
" tie?" Fitz-alan flood forth, and, 
with five more who defied toil and fa* 
tigue, infilled that this pleafing charge 
Ihould be intrufted to them. They 
departed, frefti and vigorous as the 
fturdy hind that rifes. to his morning 
labours. And now Lord William, 

turning 
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fiir^rig kindly towards Les Roches, At- 
tempted once more to ffieak his joy and 
gratitude. But fuddenly his voice failed^ 
l^s cheeks grew pale, a cold dew ifiued 
from his pores, his whole frame waa 
<lifordered, and he funk faintly down: 
The guefts arofe in confufion and amazes 
mcnt. . Tyrrcl trembled in an agony of 
terror, nor wa^ his confternation unob* 
ferved. — ^ Treafon,' cried Chauvigny, 
feizing the falfe hoft, ' and this fword 

* Ihall revenge it. — But what revenge 

* on thee, thou wretched flave ?— Say,* 

* Haft thou indeed murdered this noble 

* Lord ? Hath thy vile Jiand dealt him 
« poifon ? Confefs thy villainy, or this 

* moment is thy laft.' The abjeft Tyr-» 
rel had fallen on his knees, and now 
loudly and vehemently aflerted his in- 
nocence j but, when terrified by th(^ 
view of mftant d^th^ he fcruplednot 

to 
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to confefs^ that, by the direftion of 
lord Hubert, he had invited the Earl 
to his houfe, but that he was not privy 
to any deadly purpofe 5 if fuch had been 
concerted, the Monk alone was privy, 
the Monk alone had executed it. Re- 
ginbald was fought for, but he had fled, 
which confirmed their fufpicions, and 
filled the hall with grief and difinayi 
William alone feemed unmoved, lie 
gently preffed the hand of Les Roches : 
^ My enemies have prevailed,' faid he, 

• the fnares of Hubert have caught me. 

• — Alas! thou knbwcft him not. — Vi- 

• fit my caftle, comfort my wife, and 

• Oh ! continue thy kind protedion to 

• my fon.* 

The grief of Lord Chauvigny was 
DUtrageous : that of Les Roches had 
choaked his voice. He hung over the 

larsuid 



172 L O NG S wo R D, 

languid Earl, in filence and confterna- 
tion ; whilft, on the other hand, the boy 
clung paffionately round the knees of his 
father. The fcene was afFefting*; and 
even the rough foldier, to whom death 
had been long familiar, melted in- 
to tears. ' Poifoned ! and by Lord 

^ Hubert!* was repeated with forrow 
and indignation. The difmal tidings 
were foon caught by bufy tongues, fpread 
abroad, and propagated thro' the land, 
to aggravate the difgrace the wicked 
favourite was foon to experience. 

His afflifted friends conveyed the Earl 
to his couch. And, now, the good old 
Randolph, whofe venerable face had 
worn the deepeft marks of forrow, feem- 
^d to be fuddenly enlivened by a gleam 
^f hope. He paufed, appeared earneft 
to coUcdt his diflipated thoughts, and 

now 



Eari of S AL I S B U R Y. 173 

now looked, as-a man unexpeftedly vi- 
fited by comfort.. The eyes of his friends 
were fixed upon him, as if demanding 
an explanation ; when, addrefling him- 
felf haftily to Lord William, he alked of 
his prcfent ftate, whether his pain was 
cncreafed, or his langyor more oppref-. 
fmg ? He thanked the gentle Knight, 
and declared, that now he feemed more 
at eafe.-— * Yes,* cried Randolph, * and 
^ foon fhall this malady ceafe, and ftiU 
* Iball 'William live.' — The Frenchmca 
were aftoniihed, but the Knight .confi- 
dently repeated his joyful affu ranees. 
Experienced., and' fagaei^ius,. and accuf-, 
tomed, to furvcy all obj€ds with more 
calmnefs and ^cot^po^r? than young 
Chauvigny,, he, rpvolved all the inci-. 
dents, fince their arrival at the houfe.of 
Tyrrel. He had marked the afpedt of. 
the Mpnk, and. from, thence had formal 

ed 
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cd the blackcft fufpicions <rf Ais temper 
anddefigns. He had marked his offi^ 
cious cares, and obfequious zeal in at- ' 
tending oa the Earl. He had marked * 
how, ac the firft entrance of Les Roches, 
the oop had dropt from the-handior 
Sali.ft)ury. He recollefted, *that after* 
this the Monk had not been ieen -, ahd^^ 
juftly concluded, that this was the fatal ^ 
cup which had been prepared for his^ 
friend; that the. fell piirpofe of Hu-' 
bert had been happily defeated by his 
fttdden furprtfe ^ and that the poilbhous 
mixture, whieh, if drank, muft have in- 
ftantly pro^d fatal, had now, when but 
jtift fcarcely tailed, raifed a teniporary 
diforder in the frame of WiDiam, which ' 
nature, ftill free from deep infefHon, 
would foon be able to overcome. Thdc- 
thoughts, which he communicated to his 
noble companions, were received with 
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joy, and loon were they confirmed by 
that eafc and vigour which the Earl gra* 
dually recovered. Tyrrcl had been fe- 
aired; and . was now examined at more 
leifure. His .difcoveries ferved to con*- 
vince them of what was really the truth, 
that he had indeed connived at the bafe 
d^fign, but not been dire£Uy an afCftant. 
]^yt he was not an object worthy of no* 
ble revenge. Againft Lord Hubert was 
vengeance loudly denounced^ and the 
great foul of Salifbury ^was on fire to 
inflid the full feverity of juftice on his 
treachery and unrelenting malice. 

His refentment and 4nclignation we^e 
ftill to be more inflamed. * The unhappy 
Ofwald, who had for feme time groaned 
under a fcvcfe captivity, »at length had 
found means to make fome imprefllon on 
the heart of his keeper, who kindly coii- 

feated 
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fented'to relax his hardlhips. When- 
the* mcffengers of Lord William were 
confiitcd, he had defired, and Was fe- 
cretly acfefiitted to hold fome conference 
irith them. -The keeper was \^i'tfiefs^ 
with "^^Kat.clearnefs- and* ingenuous' ho- 
ncftythcf entered into the detail. of all 
their fortunes, and declared that their 
L^ard* ^maft^ Vft loftg, appear to coti- 
frtmt his enefni^s^. The man was alarm- 
ed* tec- had hfe^rd the ftory of Ofwald;" 
and he •heard' 'it no'^ repeated with fio-- 
ncfft pity and indignation! ' He was per 
fuadedy that the power of Lord Ray 
mond was foon to expire ; and that 
h« flKmld do an acceptable fervice 
to the. Earl, by favouring the efcape 
of tha( man who had been punilhed for' 
his affedion to* the Countefs. He re- 
volved thefc thoughts for fome time-, at 
length liftcncd to theTollicitariohs of fiis» 
. * prifoners. 



EarloT SALISBURY. 177 

finfoners, and fufl«red Ofwald to efcape. 
He lay coflceaied for a while, reiblring 
id take his way cautioufly towards Com- 
v$9iii but foon learned the im p or t ant 
tidings, which, by this time, began to 
fprcad ijhrough the uc^accnt countryi 
that the Earl of Saliibury had arrived at 
Marlborough, and was prepating to re- 
tmn to his tsiftle. He therefore clianged 
his courfe^ and direfted his wary fteps 
cowards the royal feat. Fortuntitely, he 
enoouAteriOd Fit2*Alan and hts compa^ 
kamOf who informed Mm where he 
might find their noble maAer* He tn^- 
cercd the hall of Tyfrrf *t tnidmght, 
nxfd demandod to be rnftani3y tondufted 
to the Earl. Alarmed at that genera! 
ibirow and dHkiay whkh dwelt upon 
wery ifoce, he ventured to enquire, and 

was foon informed of the caufe.— 1 

* Alasl • ioid he, * if the malice of his 
Vbl. n. N * enemies 
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* enemies hath reached; the Earl, hpvr 
« Ihall Of^ald hope to efcape ?* Thm, 
Bttuig dovm in mournftil iilence, he 
pafTed the heavy hours in all the bitter- 
nefs of anguifh and deipairi 'till the 
dawn of morning. 

The friends and vaffids of the Earlt 
v^ho by , this time began to coUe£^ roimd 
their Lord, had fcarcely felt the alarm 
of his danger, when they received the 
joyful . tidings pf his recovery. Ofwaid 
too was cheared, and again demanded 
ipimediate admittance to the Earl. And 
he was foon admitted,, for his appear* 
ance and demeanour promifed fomething 
eioxaordinary. He kneeled before Lord 
William, and wept. — * I come,* faid he, 

* from thy caftle. I come to tell tbet 

* of thy unhappy Countels.* — The agi- 
tation of the Earl gpcw violent : . but he 

com- 
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commanded -Him to proceed^ and he 
heard him 'i^khbi^aAlefs attention •, 'till 
* Ofwald, who began to relate all the 
^ivehts of ihe'caftl^ of Saliftmfyi which 
he hkd known, proceeded without re- 
ferye to defcribe^\the oppreflfen of Lord 
Raymond, with' an artlels and ingenuous 
freedom. The rage of William was 
Kilidled : he ftarted wildly from his feat^ 
and thundered out the moft terrible de- 
nunciations of vengeance and deftruc- 
tibn. — * So may this arm profper. So 
'*- may this good (word do me fervice in 
*• the hour of danger, as I will rcrcngc 
•* thee, noble dame! And may I be 

* curfed, and fcomed, and vile as thee, 
•' thou recreant Lord, if I forget thy 

* treachery and oppreflion.— But come, 
^ my friends! let us away ! — O murde* 
•rous thief! Is it thus thy wolfifli na- 
^ ture hath ftokn in upon my helplefs 
' N2 fold!* 



* lbl<f 1!— UU fmn^? ¥bflured to recfal^ 
him to.c^}miie& aiiui atcenciofi. OiY^aldr . 
proceeded ifh hii l^Je^ an^ filled idic^ 
hrfcafts ,of nJH lii$ feeai?ers- wicji the i^^ 
enliviened ind^oation^, .J^e con^Hdi;^ 
with itiatbi^ the recfeptiett- of the m^£* 
fcngers, ^v!4, hi$ ^fmn ^icjft)^^ hiwpb^ 
imploring, tbfc jprotefliion. of the Evl ^*^ 
gainft hii iooettfed Lord . ' M^y ; hca^ 

* ven fflo^t mc^* tepUed WiX&mk^ • if 
^ i fiKgek diy honefty* But come, i^ 

* friemis! if eyecrpity foftened joxir 
^ brealb^ if ever mafthood dw:elt, in^ 
^ yovcr. tkAAo. hearts, aifiift me in pi>- 
^ niJDiiyi^hfe4o9ur)esof my^acle Coun- 
^ tefs.*r^!He£C .young. WiiUam eAtered> 
Md ran ^ fondly t!o embrace his facher. 
At< fight of hitti OfwaVit feU upon his. 
knees, and, with an extravagancy of 
pious joy^ ichaidced ^he gracious powers 
>qAo had preferred hksb The bc^ tura* 
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3 and acknowledged his foriiier protec- 
)r. Thus was the truth of aH that Of- 
rald had delivered wonderfully con- 
rmed; and* WttKam renewed his thankil 
nd promifes of favour. The attendants 
^ere fummoned : every moment brought 
1 more and more of the Earl's vaflals : 
^es Roches, Chauvigny, and Randolpji 
ied with each other in thek expreflions 
►f zeal and impatience to redrcfs the in- 
ured. 'AH were rc^dy to take their way^ 
ind William enjowed the pleafing thoughts 
)f furprifing the bafe ufur^ers*' in the 
nidft of their prefumption. But Fitz- 
ilan had prevented this furprife. He 
:ould not fupprefs his impatient affeftioii 
For his noble miftrefs.. To delight hcf 
with the firft* joyful tidings of her Lord^s 
approach, he had turned afide and vifited 
the cattle 5 and there did he raife that 
¥f"3 coa* 
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confiifion which had overwhelmed Lord 
Ilaymbnd, and his wicked creature. 



SECT. III. 

¥J U T whilfl: the anguifli and conftcr- 
**-* nation of Raymond, which arofe 
from (hamc and remorfc, grew every mo- 
ment tnore violent ; Grey, who was con- 
cerned folely for his pcrfonal fafety, gra- 
dually regained fome ihare of recollec- 
tion, and began to confider of the means 
to ward off the impending danger from 
his own head. His chief reliance was 
on the important fervice which he con- 
ceived to be in his own power, that of 
difcovering the refidence of young Wil- 
liam, and reftoring him to his father. 
But ftill farther to encrcafe his merit, and 

to 
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toattone for pad offences, he determined 
to. betray his mafter, and to give him up, 
naked and defencelefs, into the hands of 
his eneinies« This bafe refolytion once 
formed, no time was to be loft in exer 
cuting it: Raymond was preparing to 
depart J this muft be inftantly prevented. 
He flew among his followers and atten- 
dants : he reprefented the danger which 
BOW threatened them, in the moft alarm- 
ing colours : he told them, that their 
Lord had long proceeded in a courfe of 
injuftice and oppreffion, which mull be 
now revenged with indifcriminate fury 
on all who had accompanied him : that 
he now prepared to retire, hoping^ that, 
whilft the injured Earl was taking a bloody 
vengeance on his innocent followers, he 
might efcape in the confufion : that the 
only' means of providing for their fafety, 
cf approving their innocence, and of 
N 4 difarm 
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dKarming the refentmenfi of LcH'd Wii« 
lianni was to goAtinue in their prefent fi- 
tuatioa, without any appearance of hoC^ 
tile intentions, any purpofe gf oppofing 
the en(irance of the rightful Lord of this 
QaAle, and to oblige their leader alfo ta 
ftay and anfwcr for his own adtions. To 
the nobler few he hinted thefe things with 
caution^ and they received his infinuau^ 
tioas with difdain^ loudly declaring that. 
they w^re refolved to live or die with* 
Raymond. To the hafer and the gre^tci* 
number he fpoke more plainly, T^ 
them he fcrupled not to declare, that the* 
violent pafllons of their Lord had difor* . 
dered his uoderftanding, and alked, mth' 
well-aflfefted terror, who could be fafe^- 
after the outrageous dealir^ with his »n-/ 
happy brother^ whofe only fault was^ 
thac he had ferved Lord Raymond (alat!) 
with too blind and too violent a zeaL-f v 
' , ' They 
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They heard him with apjM-obarion, and 
readily confentcd to fuhmit to his direc-i 
lion, in this dangerous emergency. 

The unhappy Raymond was now re- 
duced to the lowell Hate of human 
wretchedncfs ^ tormented with the con- 
kioufnoTs of his own guilt and weaknefs; 
Vnable to repair, or to attone for, the mif- 
chief he had occafioned ; pierced with all 
tj>c ftiogs of rcmorfe j unable to conceal 
Ki$ disgrace, yet (Ivll too great of foul ta 
bear it ; helplefs and folitary, whilll the^ 
^tB of vengeance was lifted againft him i. 
dcfertcd by his followers, and betrayed by 
the maA whofe wicked arts had funk him 
hV> this depth of mifery. Grey, on the 
other hand, feemed to have compofed bis 
fe^rSt and to enjoy a fhort-lived triumph* 
lie hid coUeded a party round him, which 
gave hkn the command of the caftle. Hi$ 
hotd had retired to give his diftradions 

feme 
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fome moments of reft ; and his creature 
now iflued out orders to his affociatcs, to 
watch his motions, and even to oppofe 
his departure by force. 

In the midft of his prefumption, h^ 
fought Lord Raymond, whom he had 
but now avoided with the nrioft abjcdt 
terror: with an infolent compofure he 
defircd him to explain his intentions.— 

• Oh ! arc you come ?* cried Raymond: 

• —I have commanded my people to 
.• prepare for departure. Let us this 

• inftant be gone!'—' Whither?* faid 
Grey. * How fhall we efcape? Whi- 

• ther (hall we fly ? The powers of Earl ' 

• William are at hand. — But what of 

• that? His refentment h not directed 

• againft us.; We have not fought to 
« pollute his bed. We have not dcftroy- 
^ ed the repofe and happinefs of his 

! wife/ 
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* wife.*.-:— His Lord ftarted ,up in fuddea 
fury, as if preparing to punilh this info- 
lence : but Grey, nothing difmayed, bad 
him compofe his paffiqns : they had al-, 
ready proved too violent. — * Alas!* faid 
he, ' What was the crime of my unhappy 
*. brother^ — Guilty indeed he was-, but 
« not to thee, cruel Lord* But I will 

* not upbraid thee now-— Thofe foU 

* lowers, whom Raymond cannot pro- 

* ted, he mud no longer hope to com* 
« mand.— Nay, my Lord, feek not to 
' pafs : here thou haft no longer power ^ 
< this chamber muft content thee : her« 

* mud Earl William find thee. AnfwcF 

* him as thou mayeft.*' — —There only 
.wanted this treacherous infolence, to fill 
up the mighty fum of miferies, under 
which Raymond groaned. He found 
himfelf indeed a prifoner^ guarded by 
his own people, and in the abfolute 

power 



1.88 LO NG $ WO R D, 

power of his perfidious creature. He 
flood in mute furprife; and Grey was 
juft preparing to repeat his infolence, 
when the noife of horiemen called him 
fuddenly forth, 

A fmall troop had been defi:ried atf 
a confidcrable diftance, preffing forward 
towards the caftk, with the moft vio- 
lent, and precipitate fpeed. Thofe of 
Rayfnond'3 attendants, who had refufed 
to unite in the treachery of Grey, firff 
tfpied their approach, and, mounting 
their horfcs, called for their Lord to 
ftand on his defence, or bravely to lead 
them againft the enemy (for fuch they 
deemed them,) But Grey now appear- 
ed, and, with a fudden recolleftion of 
thought, told them, in the name of Ray- 
KBond, that no refi (lance was to be at- 
t^mpced : that their Lord feared not^ 
M>r would oppofe thcfe vifiters : but that 

be 
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lie directed his friends (a march a mile 
cajftward of the caftle, and chene to ex- 
pcd him. They obeyed \ and Grey now 
i>bfcrved the little troop more diftinftly, 
wondering at the fmall number, and ftruck 
with a fudden and inftinftive terror, wh€f> 
he difcovered Lord .Wiljiam (whofe per- 
fort he well knew) at the head of this 
company. He gazed car>ncfl-ly round 
him, yet, ftill, but a few perfons only 
were ki view.-—* 5By lieavens !' cried 
<5rey, ^ he comes not with a force 'ta 
« <Jrivd *t>s hcnccy but to make hirafelf 
« our j^rifoncr:* tiien haftiljr ofdefcd his 
aflbciates to fufFcr thefc men to ent« un- 
^ppofed and urvmoloflred, aiid^ inftancly 
afterwards, to fliut faft the caftle-gatcsv 
He curfed his own folly and raflmefi,. 
which had led him to betray himfeJf t^ 
Lord Raymond. He now faw a noble, 
occafion of repairing his fault, and, in- 
ftcad of perfcvermg in his rcfolutipn of 

giving 
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giving up Raymond into the hands of 
the Earl, he now- deemed it in his* 
power, and judged it the wifeft douife 
to give up the Eari into the hands of 
his Lord. . . 



SEC T. IV. • 

inrrlLLIAM had indeed expofed 
^^ himfelf to the utmoft danger, by his 
ungoverned violence. He had taken his 
way at the head of a princely retinue, 
well appointed, and zealous to vindicate 
his caufe ; fo that now his port was that 
of a wiarlikc Baron, marching to aflift 
his King, againft fome fudden invafion. 
Part of his powers was direfted to ad- 
vance towards the caftle by different ap- 
proaches, fo as to furround it, and pre- 
vent the efcape of Raymond or his peo- 
ple. 
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pic. He himfelf, at the head of a cho- 
fcn band, attended by the two French 
Nobles, ruftied direftly forward. But 
the impetuofity of the Earl foon left hw 
attendants at a diftance, all but young 
Chauvigny and a few others, who with 
'difficulty kept pace with him. They 
arrived at the caftle-gates, without per- 
ceiving that they were come unfupport- 
cd 5 and William, far from recoUeding 
his danger, rulhed on with furious and 
impatient ardor, 'till he had reached the 
apartment of the Countefs. 

He flew to take her in his arms, and 
ftarted back in an agony of terror and 
furprize, at the difcovcry of her un- 
happy condition. He called upon her 
with earneft, yet. tender accents •, and 
now nature feemed to make fome ef- 
forts to 0iake off its lethargic weight. 

The 
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The Countefs trcmWed^ w ^ .fame.<*# 
traordinary appearance ^ gazed with a 
lo&k lefs vacant, as if tlie dawn of rea- 
fon were returning ; fighed and wept.— ^ 
' Art thou,* faid the Earl, turning to 
Elinor, who bufily aflifted him to fupr 
port her miftrefe, ' Art thou that goo^ 

* matron, whofe cares have adminifter;- 

* ed comfort to ray wife ?-~Hcaven ihaU 

* reward thee 5 and William fliaU aot be 

* unmindful of thy honeft afiedioB* 

* But fay— conceal not the truth >-^ 
' Whence this fad di^forder in her iioblf 

* mind? Hath not her oppreflbr com- 
' pleated his vile defign ? , Hath he not 

* forcibly taken pofleffion of her bed ?' 
— Elinor affured him, that heaven had 
been pleafed to preferve her from fuch 
pollution ; but that, furprized by the 
(hocking tidings of his death, fhe Juid 
lately fallen into thi« her prefent ^te 

of 



.Eari6rSALlSBURY. 193 

fif ifaelancholy. — William again prelTecl 
the hind of Ela. * SjJeak to me/ cried 
he ; * fay that thou rejoiceft at my rc- 

* turn.— No word of congratulation I 
.* No look of joy ! Is this the happincls 

* which my bufy fancy formed? Is this 
/ ihy reception ?* — The Countefs gazed 
upon him, an^ feemed in violent agita- 
4ito : but ftill fhe was unable to returfi 
jiis afFeAion. R!eafon had not yet re- 
gained its feat.— 'At length, the Earl, 
whofc heart was torn with anguifh, 
bounded forioufly from the ground where 
he had fixed his knee, and, budly de- 
manding the vile murderer of his peaces 
iflued forth in fcarch of Raymond, 

By this time the cattle was . in confu* 
flon. Chauvigny and his few attendants 
had bf en prevented, by fuperior num- 
bers, "from following Earl William. 

Vol. II. O They 
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They exprtlCed their fiirpnfe^ smdrnow 
began too late to perceive dieir danger. 
One of them, fuddenlf taking a hdili 
finom his fide, prepared to* ^e fb ftSfSl 
a blaft, as would have reached the ears 
of th^ir companions, and quickened 
their ^>ced: but Grey, who now had 
thelbk conunand, as fuddenly prevent- 
ed him, by declaring,, with a ftern info* 
lence, that the leaft ahum flumld prove 
immediate death ta Lord WilUam. Hia 
ddBg^ wHch he BOW fought to execute, 
was to nufe a violent broil and tumult 
UX the cafUe, and to aflai&nate the Earl, 
^ in the confufion. The prefcnce and in- 
terpofitibn of Raymond he ^cemed ne- 
ceflary^ and he haftehed to fummon 
this Lord,* to embrace the fair occafion 
"of dcftrbying. his rival, which fordme 
j^prefchtcd to him. At firft eqtcring the 
'gpartmept,* his eyes were wounded by 
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^n objeft of terror, which at once con^ 

Ibund^d all his defigns. Raymond had 

&Uen upoo his fword. Grey ftarted 

Ipack in amazement; and^ in that mo«- 

ment, . William entered and faw the un- 

• l^appy Lord, pale and bleeding on the 

. ground, who ihut his languid eyes, as 

if afhamed to meet the countenance of 

him he had wronged. The art, the hy- 

pocrify> the boldnj^rs and recolledlion of 

. Grey, all def^rted hinj. He ftood trem-^ 

^ bling and confounded, awed by the pre-* 

fence of the £arl, as by that of a fupe-« 

rior being. At length he attempted to 

retire \ but William, drawjng his ffford^ 

forbad him with a terrible authority, aiid 

demanded the meaning of what he now 

beheld . Ray mond, lifting his eyes faints 

ly^ jvifl: found breath, at brdk^en and 

painful intervals, to declare,, that his 

own hand had done iu^ 1 have indeed 

a * wronged 
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• wronged thee. Lord ; nor could I enw 
« dure thy triumph, and my own fliame 
* Yes^ I have deftroyed the nobleft 

♦ Lady. — But there ftands the accurfed 

* wretch, the falfe and traiterous*— — 
Here his emotion grew too violent fof 
his languid condition. He was feized 
with a fuddcn pan^-, he groaned and 
fxpiredr 

* Thc.Eaii then,- turning to Grey, ex- 
claimed — * Yes ! I know thee now t 
*■ Thou art the wretch who laboured to 

* aggravate the diftreflcs of Ela, with 
' fuch infernal diligence. Thou art he 
*•' who • bafely ftole away my fon.* — Grey 
fell upon his knees, fupplicating for 
mercy with the moft abjedt and fervile 
ftar; and promifmg to reftore young 
WHliam. • The Earl raifed his armj^ and 
greparcd Wftrike th^^dlfcrcanr, • Kill 
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* me not !* cried Grey, * or thy feti is 

* for ever loft. I alone know the ibcret 

* of his prcfent rcfidende.'-*Herc a fad^ 
den and violent fhout arretted the hforA 
of William. His followers had arrived, 
had found the gates barred againft thert 
entrance, had quickly forced thcnio^eff, 
and ruftied, in a rapid torrent, thro' the 
halls. Les Roches and^Chauvigny, RaA- 
dolph and Ofwald, direfted by the out- 
cries of Grey, and the loud rage of 
Saliibury, forced in, juft • as the wicked 
agent of oppreflion was entreating for 
mercy. At fight of Ofwald, defpair 
pierced his foul heart ; and, wheii he 
elpied young William led on and pro- 
tefted from the violence of the rout, |ie 
clofed his eyes, and crouched to receive 
the deadly blow.—* O fliame to man- 

* hood !' cried Randolph, ' fhall fuel! a 

* flave die by the arm pf William? 

O 3 * LoQ^ 
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• Look ' there ? noble Lord :• (pointing' 
^ from the window to the body of Re^ 

* ginhald, which (till hung from the 
« oak) behofd \ thy juft vcrigcaftce i% 
« preirented. Behold the punilhrnciit 
•which befits fuch Vileheft !— ^« Be it 
«« To/' cried Witfiarh, " well doft thou 
*« ihftrua mcT* — And, without farther 
xcQ>ite, was Grey led forth to ftiare fHc 
fate of his wicked brother. 

The view of blood- ank deith tYLkfdA 
yht joy of William and his noble friendip 
*T1ic good old Knight was moved, and 
ndw ibemed to regret that the juft pu- 
ntftment of Grey had not been inflicted 
but by abfoliite and vibldnt po^er. ^^AIJ 
the late dijmal effeds 6( lawkfs oppref- 
fion crouded into his mihdy arid Hc'felt 
% W^t of thjit ineftim^le 'bleiTmg, a 
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urife) righteous, and well attempered 
rule* 

The thoughts of Elai and her vrn* 
ba}>py condition, ililL diffufed a gloom 
over the countenance of the Earl. His 
thankis. an4 congratulatijons were *gr;ivc 
an^ foletnn. The body of Raymond 
waS'Xen[>oved •» his- ^ttepd«rnt$, jverc fuf- 
fered to depart unmolefted ; order and 
tranquillity were reftored in the caftle ; 
^. ILord ^i^lianf^ w^ at J[jpj^(ure,f9^in. 
form his npble friends of ..thtf ,tcrribl# 
imprelTjon^ which her ^mi^j^b^tuzju^s >ad 
ipade upon his wife. . Tl^eyvi^^afl Ifasijeiy 
htgm tft offer copdpl^wQ vdL4^9#ff» 
when Elinor app? arc4 jwiih, i^Ffl^i l^^f* 
beipech^ng the .Earl iiiftaptj^^ 
affliacd.LvJy- .Th^ . fight >^,;|Hm had 
awakened ber to fiune: degree of reaipp, 
$nd his removal had excited in her mmd 
O 4 a vK>^ 
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a violent aad ^ngerous amotion of fear ^ 

and anxiety. He haftened to her pre-r 
fence, leading his young fon, who ran 
to, the arms of his ftiothe^ She-hling 
upon the dear objefts with tendeinic& 
apd picture, and uttered fome words of 
jo^y. That nielancHoly which had cloud- 
ed her noble mind, began gradually to 
cUlfipate. At length fhe looked, as if 
roufed from a dream of mifery ; return- 
ed the^ ardent carefies of her huiband, 
and breathed out her pious thanks to 1 

that goodnefs whkh had prefcrved him. 
A little time fo far contributed to com- 
pofe her mind, that fhe required the 
ftory of her hulband's fortunes and dan- 
gers. But this he fulpended, until her 
health ftiould be con&rmerf, and her 
mind leis fubjcdk to violent emotions. 

Jacqueline 
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Jacqueline was no* arrived ; had cm- 
braced her father and her Ibvcr, and 
was prcfentcd to the Countefs. At fight 
of her, Ela felt fome agitation, and rc- 
coUctSted the tidings which Ofwald had 
conyeycd to her. But when William 
informed her, that he had faved and' 
proteftcd this maid from danger-, that 
(he was daughter to a dear friend, to* 
whom he owed his life ; and betrothed ' 
to a noble youth, both of whom were ^ 
now in the caftle j (he embraced her 
with a tender aflfedkion, and fecretly felt 
fome fhame at her former fufpicions. And 
now the two Barons of France and the 
old Knight were admitted to offer their 
congratulations to the Countefs. The 
friends of Earl William crouded from 
different parts to fhare his joy, and the 
caftle was for fome days a fcene of glad- 
nefs and feftivity. But Chauvigny, im-' 

patient 
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patient to compieat his happin^fs, gently 
urged to Les Roches the neceffity of 
returning to France. William was fooil 
acqu^nted with their purpofe; ^ No^ 

* fo!' faid he. • ShalM not be ^tncfe 
« o£^ the happinefs now to crown thcf 

* virtues of that dear maid, the Icfvdf 
* . companion of my dangers, and com- 
•, forcer of my diftrefs ? He*e, even 

* het'e, (hall her plighted hand be given 

* to Lord Chauvigny!* »-Lcs Roches 

confen^ed: the nuptial fites^^ *were ^pns*- 
pared, and celebrated with all dge fo* 
lemnity. 

The two fons of Randolph had attend- 
ed lacqueliiie to the cattle V^hd rtoWfhc 
earncftly entreated their father to p««rmit 
.them to accompaflry her to Fram:#. 
'i Theylhali be my Knights,' faid ifee, 
J* and Ihall'be treated with alt honoilf- 

* able 



Earl of SALISBURY. 203. 

^ able care* The Couatefs requefted^ 
with equal. earneftnefs, that Randolph 
would permit them to live with her fon. 
But the fond father could not yield to 
th^ follicitations : he declared that his 
foils mull iirft endeavour to render thcm^ 
fdyes more worthy of fuch favour. 

The faithful Elinor ftill attended on 
her beloved fniftrefs, and was entertain* 
cd with an. affeftion which made the re- 
.mcmbrapce of her former misfortunes, 
lefs bitter. Her brother too found thap 
refpeft and reward which his honed zeal 
had fo juftly merited. 

. The rcfcntmcnt of the Earl againft 
Lord Hubert was in fome degree dif- 
MTsa^^^ when he received the tidings, 
th^t this wicked favourite had forfeited 
the royal grace> and was ignominioufly 

baniflied. 



404 LONGSWOR D, 

banifhed. He now rcflcAed on h?* 
wrongs with lefs emotion* Ela too 
fefcmed to forget her fuffcrings, and each 
itos the more endeared to the other, by 
the late dangers and diftreffes of their- 
ftpau^tion. 



The end. 
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<Pjgc 7 Line i6 for fay t, rezdfaid, 

14 15 fotjueb the hinges, r, jueb was the king's, 

75 4 for tberr worthy thjeB, r. their mofi tvcrtby oijtS* 

140 17 for were, r. was', 

J49 7 for 9fj r. cr. 

50 a for dejigning, r. deigning, 

156 Z dele too, 

364 17 (or Hubert, r. Rai^mond, 

sSi 22 for 9njmed, r. tnjtnfed^ 



. ••i 



